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JIDAGJll8 OF 

ZO LOGY · 
ARE NO�OONBu•u 
'!his is a magazi� prEd:xninantly about apologise for spelling, gramnatical and 
unknown animals but it is not purely a typogra{ilic errors which may have 
magaz� aboot Ccyptozoology or the sneaked past .us. D.:x1' t jtrlge us too 

- stOO.y of canpletely new species. We also harshly becaus� of them . 
aim to CCNer out of place animals, 
animals that have beEn declared extinct 
that suddenly prcwe their existance and 
even, to a certain extent Fortean 
prencmena that involve animals when the 
e:li. torial team feel that such an article 
woold be either interesting or 
appropriate. 

Carplters are both the answer to the 
Forteans dreams and the banes of their 
lives. They are won:lerlul tools for data 
storage and infoD�Btioo processing and 
they are UJVieldy mazes of electrooic 
tat in which evil granlins can lurk and 
fran whence they occasiooally �e to 
play havoc with your life. 'Ibis magazine 
is prcduced on a nunber of COI1(1lters and 
CNer the last three rocnths a lot of 
things have g� wr<nJ with several of 
t.len which is why this debut issue is 
not only about a mcnth late, but is not 
up to the starrlard of typography that we 
WOild otherwise achieve. We unreservedly . . . - -

'Ibis is a llal profit making project fran 
a publishing team who have steadfastly 
failed to make a profit in the seven 
years we have been in operatioo. 
Iblatioos of time, JllC:)OOy, equiprent and 
expertise are always extranely 
gratefully received. If you want to 
cxntribute articles, reviews, eyewitness 
reports, photogra{ils or any other 
evidence please do. 
'Ibis is ·a canpletely ncn partisan 
publicatioo. 'lbere are too many painful 
schiSIIL':> within the science of Ccyptazoolo;Jy am its allied disciplines 
and we have no intentioo of adding any 
more. We want to prcwide a forum for 
disrussim arrl g<>ai naturEd CXXltro'lersy, 
and we 00pe that with this, our debut 
issue we have managed to make a gocrl 
start. '1he views expressed in each 
article are those of the author and not 
�cessarily those of the Etlitorial Team, 
who usually in any case, take o{:P)Sing 
viewpoints on each and every subject. 



NE .. 
canpile:l by Jan Williams with occasional irrelf..vancies fran '1he Biitor. 

(Let's face it, Jan WOJld never use the word 'grcnvy' ) 

�·s� A JDAX  

'Ihe famed WCh Ness r-b'lster pb:>tograph, supposedly taken by Co1ooel Robert: 
Wil.scn on 1 9th April 1 934 has been ·declare:l a hoax. Lod1 Ness researchers ll:l:vid 
M3.rti.n am A1astair Boyd claim that Christian SplrlinJ, who die:l last November, 
ccnfessed to making the mcnster fran plastic - wocrl and a toy sul::marine. 
SplrlinJ was the step-son of film praiucer Marmaduke Wetherel1 who was hire:l by 

'lbe 03.ily Mail to track dCYWn the monster. Prints supposedly fami by Wetherall 
in Deoember 1 933 prCNe:l on examination to be hoaxed - probably made by a Hippo­
Foot Unbrella Stand. Ridicule:l by Fleet Street, Wetherel1 aske:l Splrling to 
praiuce a monster. 1fetherell ' s friend Mmrice Olambers, suggested Harley Street 
Gynaerolo:Jist Robert Wil.scn as 'front man' and Wil.scn was prOV'ide:l with four 
protographic plates to take to an Inverness Olemists for processing. Overwhelmed 
by the resulting plblicity, the C<H::OOSpirators decide:l to keep quiet. All 
involve:l are now deal aoo the mcxlel - sunk by Wetherel1 - probably still lies on 
the bed of WCh Ness. (&Jrday TelE!IIJialil 1 3/3/94, nrlly Mail 1 4/3/94). 

tmn'mY CATS 
<brnwall. . 

'!be British mystery cat scene has been dominated in recent mcnths by '!be Beast 
of Bcrlmin, star of stage, screen and SUN newspaper. Brown, black, arrl spotted 
big cats have been seen in the vicinity of Baimin Moor for many years, but 
attained 'beastly' status in Oct.c:ber '93 when Jane Fuller of cardinham was 
knoc:ke:l uncx:ncirus whilst walking her dogs late at night, arrl awoke to fioo a 
black animal crooched growling nearby. 

Visual evidence for the existance of at least ooo large black cat on the moor 
formed the centrepiece of a BOC Salth West documentary, later shCYWn nationally 
on BOC2. The video, shot by farner Rosanary Rhcrles shows a leopard like cat 
approximately four feet long. 

Less impressiv e was a photo of ''!be Beast' which appeared in '1he SUn on the 
seventh of Jantary. Taken by Keith Farner at Fentoo Pits, this photo shows a 
black cat like aninal in a most unusual stance, allrost as if its tail is naile:l 
to the floor. (SUn 1 /7/94). 

An alsatian size:l black cat seen by motorist Alan Smallbone near the poetically 
namerl Praze-an-Beet>le, Salth Comwall, in November, was 'explaine:l' by '1he West 
Brlton newspaper as 'Mister Man', a black half-Persian cat belooging to Colin 
am 03.wn Sharpe. (West Briton 25/1 1/93, 2/12/93). 

Isle of Wiqht. 

Are the islarrl' s mystery cats Servals? Naturalist Martin Trippett suggested in 
'Ihe SUrrlay Telegra(il that three young Servals which escaped on the island in 
1 973 coold explain many of the 'big cat' reports. '1he SUn, rapidly becaning 
esSE!ltial reaiing for mystery cat afficianados - printe:l a photograph of a cat 
shot near Brcrling seven years ago, aoo identifie:l by the experts as a Serval or 
Ocelot. Markings and ear-shape suggest that this particular mystery cat is 
actually an Asian Leo[:ard Cat (Felis bengalensis). (Smm:y TelE!IIJialil Jan 94, SUn 
1 1 /1/94, Isle of Wight <bmty Press 1 4/1/94). 

Sanerset. 

A huge cat was seen in Lc::1/e Lane, Burnham, in early February. Witness Phil 
Garrblin said "It was black with a long tail rut I WOJldn't say it was as big as 
a panther". (Weston Mercul:y 4.2.94). 
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"Jhe Wol� Express am star ( 1 /2/94) reported that a Great-Qme si zoo 
black cat attackoo cat hunters Nick J>.ike am his un-naJOOd canpanioo in a lcnely 
Churchyard at Inkbert'OW 1 Hereford am Worcester o Inspired by reports Of a 
leqw:d-like cat in the area, Mr J>.ike am his cc.np:mioo were trying to bait the 
animal with deed chickens wen it leapt fran urrler their feet into a nearby 
tree. According to Mr I>jke, the cat hit his head am sho..llders, sending him 
flying backwards, then reared up am lashed out at his friend, gashing her rib 
ca:Je before running away. (Wol� Express am star 1/2/94). 

A panther-like cat was seen in Tividale Rocrl , Tiptoo, West-Midlands in the early 
hwrs of February 4th, am later the same day Mrs Eileen RucXl spottoo a similar 
cinimal in the back garden of her hare at Ashenhurst Rd, OJdl.ey. It had a sroooth 
black ooat, am a thick tail which curvoo at the end. (Wol� Exptess am 
star 5/2/94, 7/2/94). 

Gt'eater IJ::.ID:n. 

Police with lrud hailers wamoo residents of Winc.hroore Hill, North Lorrlon to 
stay in:b:>rs on the 11th March as they searched the streets for a Lien. A 
helic:qrt:er was draftoo in am wmn Zoo supplied a tranquiliser gun. 'll1e 
initial report by Il:lvid Booth was foll<JWOO by seven others during the day, 
describing a golden-fawn animal two foot to two am a half feet: high in 'll1e New 
River area. 'll1e search was called off after lblqlas Ridla.n'Jsan of Loi'XIoq zoo 
examined a plx>tcgraph taken by Lia Basoock am declared it to be a darestic cat 
- later identified as Bilbo a ginger tan fran Elsiedene Road . A nice tidy 
ca1Clusim to the mystery - but Windm:>re Hill lies three miles fran CUffley am 
Goff 03k to the north am Finchley to the sruth west - all noted for big cat 
reports in previws years. (Drll.y lkil 12/3/94) 

Salth Yorkshire. 

A hUJe, black cat with piercing yella..r eyes shocked a man walking his labrador 
in Tcrlwidt when it crossed the bridleway in froot of him. He said that it left 
paW'Ral:ks three tines the size of the dog' s. (Yorltshize Post 15/1/94) • 

LincxUnshire. 

A foor foot l<DJ pma-like cat was seen in Stapleford Wocrls by driver Paddy 
Morris in January. 'nle cat stare::l at him for several secx:n3s before disappearing 
CNer the hed�. (Yorltshize Post 15/1/94). 

DerlJyshire. 
'!be Peak Panther - reported in areas alXllrrl E:Ble Moor for many years - was seen 
on two successive days in January by the same witness. Dennis Morley was walking 
his dogs near Olapel en-le-Frith when the animal appeared. He described it as 4 
to 5 feet lmg, with a black, glossy ooat, lmg, drooping tail, am small ears. 
(Yorlcshire Post 21/1/94) • 

Qmty Imbam. 

Possible puma dr�ings foorrl last year and frozen for preservation by mystery 
cat investigator Etldie Bell a� being sent to experts for analysis. 

Scotland. 

Reports of a hu�, black cat rcaning Glenurquhart �ed the SSOCA to loan a 
large cage trap to Mr and Mrs Ronnie Moffat whose cottage overlcx::ks Loch Ness. 
'!be ca;Je was set up in Deoember but the cat seems to have avoided it so far. 
(Press am Jau:nal 13/12/93) 

-5-



Residents of Belfast were wa.med to stay inCbors on 1 2th January whilst 
soldiers, police, and a helicopter crew searched for an Indian Tigress believed 
to have escaped fran Bellevoo ZOo. 'lbe 1 7 year old tigress was fOlll'rl dead in 
the moat surra.mding her enclosure the following day. (llrll.y Mail 13/1/94) 

� EXOI'ICS 

Kent. 

Fcur Argentinian Peccaries (Tayassu pecari), were released by vamals fran '!he 

Brambles Wildlife Park, at West Blean in mid February. 'lbree were recaptured 
fairly quickly, one even wandering back into its enclosure, rut the last one 
ranained at large for a week . Accurding to the newspapers he attacked 0«> dogs, 
an eleven st:ooo Bull Mastiff and a Rottweiler, but acoording to the park 
t.tenselves he was an innJCEnt victim of canine aggressicn. The fcur Peccaries 
were naiOOd Dozy, Beaky, (the one that ranained out for lcngest) Mid<: and Tich. 
(Gcrl only knows what happenned to rave Dee). Afficiooados of the late lamented 
Frank zapp3. h<Jtor'ever woold agree that it wruld have been far groc:wier if one had 
been J'laii'IOO Gregory. (nrl.ly Mail 28/2/94 1/3/94). 

Kent. 

Wild Boar hunting has been revived in Kent - three hurrlrErl years after the 
species became extinct. A 200lb Boar was shot at Wittersham in early March and 
hunting parties are tracking a srurrler of arrurrl sixteen of the animals in woms 
in the vicinity of Tenterden, Benenden and Biddenden. The Wild Swine are acrusErl 
of darraging vines at Tenterden Vineyard and 0«> cars have collided with the 
animals. Kent Police say they are aware of the existence of these creatures in 
the Tenterden area but it is not a major prc:blem. (nrl.ly Mail 16/3/94). 

Oxfordshire. 

Bears were kept at the royal palace of Wocrlst.ock until the thirteenth century, 
but revivalists will be intrigued to hear of a brown bear roaming Clladlingtcn, a 
few miles away. First seen by fanner John Blad<:well in Septanber 1 992, the bear 
has made several a�arances since - on one occasicn causing a bus driver to 
swerve as it reared up in the road in front of him. 'lbe rusty-brown animal 
leaves huge prints sh<Jitling long claw-marks, and makes a hooting-hc::Mling noise. 
No livest.ock attacks have been reported but the bear seans to be partial to 
goldfish. (nrlly Mail 24/1/94) 

Merseyside. 

Liverpool 1 s famcus Liverbird has been joined by Liver-sharks. To the stonishnent 
of Sccusers Scyliorlrlnus canicola , the lesser spotted dogfish shark, has taken 
up residence in the polluted waters of the River Mersey. The sharks, which grCM 
to a maxinum length of abo..tt three feet are largely hannless, but they do have a 
venaocus spine in their dorsal fin. Anyone going across the Mersey therefore 
shruld stid<: to the ferry (�y Telegraph 9/1/94). 

1DnDmE 

THE QlFA'lURE FKM crPAR lAKE 
catfish or primitive whale? 

In September 1 993, fishennan Lyle Dysin h<:xitErl what may turn out to be the catch 

of his life in Clear Lake, Northern califomia. And - you guessed it - he threw 

it bad<:. 

lin 1 s acticn was pranpted by canpassicn for the creature, which reminded him 

-6-



of his "little dadlshwrl". Before returning the 'fish' to the water Dyslin 
carved his initials into its forehead (seans an odd way to shor.i canpassion) 1 and 
tcx:k photogra{ils, whidl have been sent to scientists for canputer enhancanent 
am analysis. Initial reaction was that it was prcbably a mutant catfish - but 
is this really the case? 

'!be head of the animal resembles that of a dog, albeit without the ears. Ilarlt 
am CI'OIIIIlled, it slopes to a rami-ended nose, with wlliskers like those of a 
catfish. '!he pectoral fins are fleshy am the back bears bony plates, similar to 
the diamc:n:is of a sturgeon. But the most suprising feature is the broad, flat 
tail whi'dl is not vertical - as in all fish - but horizontally set like those of 
whales and dolpuns. 

It is possible that this is not the only such creature caught on the North 
American Continent. In Fartean Times (No 70), Mike Ilash referred to William 
Hagelwrl' s reported capture of a "baby Cadtorosaurus" in 1 968. '!he ac:cxmpanying 
sketdl shows a creature whidl differs fran Dyslin' s catch in having only 
pectoral fins, but shares the crowned, blunt nosed head, the whale-like tail and 
the dorsal plates. Hagelwrl also releasErl the animal, 100\Ted to do so by "strcng 
OCI'Iplssioo for that little face staring up at me". 

Disa.lSsing canadian Lake fb'lster Sightings (Sean:tdlvj for Bidden An.imals -
IXJJB[.li:DJ8 1980) Ray P Mackal makes a persuasive case for the survival of 
primitive toothed whales - Basilosaurus or Zeuql.odoos in the regioo. Mackal 
states that the vertical flexure reported for Naitaka or O:Jcpogo, suggests 
horizontal tail flukes - a manmalian feature. Sane reports of the Na.itaka refer 
to plate scales on the creature's back, am to sparse hairs an:um the head . 
Plate scales have been fam:l in association with Basilosauridae skeletons am 
hair or bristles arrum the head are CCiliiOl in many types of whales. 

C'.cllplring a 30 inch 'mutant catfish' with a huge serpent-like extinct whale may 
seem ridiculrus but Terry Knight, fishing guide at the 8 million year old Clear 
Lake 1 says he receives calls every year fran fishenren who claim to have hooked 
a giant fish whidl pulled their boat �rxi the lake. IX> any baby Zeuql.odal 
fossils exist? (San Fransisoo Examiner 3/10/93) 

NFJf mAB SPf!X:![FS 

Cl.lunculus Battenae a �w species of crab fran the USA was J'lal't¥:rl after its 
diSCX71erer1 Sonia nawn Batten, a Marine Biola:Jist fran Sruthampton University. 
BBC O!efax 1 5/1/94 

NDJUXEl'(E - A MISS:IY; LINK? 

lllbJlocebJs - a fifty millioo year old fossil diSCX71ered in Pakistan - is a 
whale with legs 1 and prc:wides the link between lam dwelling ancestors of the 
whales and early marine whales with vestigial legs. Hans 'nlewisson of the 
Northeastern <llio Universities College of Medecine says swinming wruld have been 
its main maie of lcx:xm:>tioo - its froot feet pointed outward, making walking 
awkward, and on land it prcbably rested its body on the groom. (New Scientist 
22/1/94) 

A crowd ,of people gathered on the Hong Kong waterfroot in early OctdJer 1993, 
after a fishennan radioed in to say that he'd caught a mennaid. He described it 
as having a pointy face, hunan like hair and no anns or legs. Sadly the fishing 
boat never arrived with the strange haul (BBC O!efax 14/10/93) 

Hewsfile Cbrresp3idents: Phil �tt, Ben <llapnan , La.lise Cock, Andre.ot Greig1 · 
Nick Maloret1 steven ShiW1 Or Karl Shuker 1 Samantha Yardy. 
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Giant Ground Sloths in Amazonia? 
by Jan Williams 

� Giant Grcum Sloths still roam the jungles of Amazonia? David c OrEn of the 
M.lseu Paraense flnilio Goeldi is searching for proof in Acre state, West Brazil. 

'!be fossil recx>rd shcMs three , families of Grcum Sloth: Megat:heriidae, 
Mylodcntidae am Megalmychidae. Sale were massively built animals exceeding the 
size of elephants - others just a few feet tall. '!he vegetarian granxl-sloths 
h.:rl molar teeth, well developed tails, and powerful fore claws, and were capable 
of rising up on their hind legs to pull down branches frcm trees . 

It is assumed thatgroom sloths went extinct aboot 8,500 years ago, but the 
possibility of their survival into rnc:rlem times was queried during the late 
nJ.rete:nth century. Argentinian palecntologists Ameghino arrl ltbreno collected 
Patagonian le:Jends relating to a nocblmal, ox sized creature with huge claws, 
am a piece of hide, encrusted with snall bones wich resEmbled that of the 
fossil Mylcrlon. '!he hide appeared fresh arrl other ranains, both of Mylcxlon arrl 
of men, were fourrl in the cave frcm which it cane . Mditiooally, explorer Ramon 
Lista clainEd to have encnmtered a gigantic creature resanbling an Armadillo, 
but With long hair 1 Wich SeEJned il11{:eiViOOS to bullets. ()n thiS baSiS .Ameghino 
postulated the survival of a species of groom sloth arrl named it Neaaylodcn 
Listai. 

When 1'1\ylcrlon dnng frcm the cave was tested using the camon 1 4  technique it 
prCNed to be at least 1 0,000 years old. Expeditioos to the area failed to fioo 
any evidence of living groom sloths and it was suggested that the apparent 
freshress of the hide was due to corrii tioos inside the cave. 

In a paper ( 1 ) published in August 1 993, �vid C Oren suggests that Amazonian 
legerrls of the 'Mapinguari' are OCXlSistent with the expected. characteristics of 
a raTalarlt groom sloth, wich may still survive in westem Brazil. 

Local lore describes the Mapir¥juari as hlltlan sized with long reddish fur, a 
rncnkey like face, very toogh skin, arrl feet which are 'turned badtwards'. It is 
generally assumed to be either mythical, or as suggested by Heuvalmans, ( 2) , an 
unknown primate, like the Didi of Guyana or the disputed 1Werarlt:hl:opo loysi. 
Oren himself originally believed the Mapir¥juari to be mythical, until his 
attention was drawn to reliable contemporary acxx:unts of encoonters with the 
creature. 

Witmsses gave Orm remarkably consistent descriptions, both of 'lbe Mapin:Juari 
itself and of the trac:Xs arrl faeces it left behind . 'Ihese descriptions, he 
believes, match the expected appearance and behavioor of a small forest dwelling 
Mylcrlontid Groom Sloth. '!he reddish fur is consistent with murrmified remains, 
arrl groom sloths walked with their claws cuxved tor,.rcu:ds their body, which coold 
explain the feet being 'turned badtwards'. The size is small for a groom sloth, 
but, as Oren points out, forest dwelling rnannals tend to be snaller than their 
savannah cousins. 

'!be only vu.lrerable parts of 'lbe Mapin:Juari are said to be the eyes, the open 
mooth, arrl the navel re::.Jicn. Fossilised skins of Sooth Ivnerican Mylcrlontids are 
fomidably arm::ured with layers of dennal ossicles on the shoulders, back and 
thighs, and fossil skeletons slx:M sane Grcuoo Sloths had ribs wich were very 
close together, prCNiding further protection. 

'1be Mapir¥juari is reported to twist Bacaba Palm trees to the groom in order to 
feed on the fruits. Leaves and stens are often recognisable in the creature's 
faeces wich resemble toose of the Tapir aOO the Horse. OrEn has examined 
samples of Groom Sloth faeceS am states that these also resanble those of 
horses. 
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Accol."ding to legend 'lbe � has one eye located in its belly. Oren 
suggests that this may be a specialised gland, capable of prooucing a nax.iws 
gas, \tbidl allCMS speci.trens to escape. ( 3) • 

· 

CcAlld such an anirral have survived un:Ietected? Oren p::>ints out the difficulty of 
observing a creab.lre of crepuscular a.OO nocturnal habits in tropical rain 
forest, and that ranains wa�ld rapidly decay. Anazonians avoid ccntact because 
of the fear it engenders, and eye witress aocnmts are ignored because of its 
mythical status. 

David Oren hopes that his expeditioo will prCJIIide evidence to show that the 
Grwnd Sloth still exists in Amazonia. First hand lbpioJuari rEpJrts have beocJoo 
less freqwnt in recent years. If Oren is correct in his beliefs, let us hope 
that we have not consigrm 'lbe � to legend a few years too socn, am 
missed the chance of conserving this survivor fran the Pleistiocine. 

1 .  cmPN Dlvid C: Did Grwnd Sloths survive to Recent tines in the Amazon regioo? 
GoP-ldiana Zoologia No 19 (lllseu Paraense Blil.io Goeld1 1993). 

2. � Barnanl: On the Tr?lck of tJnkrxMl Animals (Ru:pert Hart Dlvis:Iawbl 
1958) 

3. Hew Scientist No 1909 (22/1 /94). 

My '!banks to David C. Oren for kindly prCJIIiding me with a COP.f of the above 
paper. 

feathered folklore 
A story that I first hearo fran my mother has now passed into the realms of 
Urban Folklore/Mcrlem Myth. 

'!be "Peo]W.n in the Bath" story has been popping up all CJIIer the place in 
different forms. '1be essentials of the story are that a person/child of doubtful 
age/sanity picks up a penguin at a zoo/wildlife park am takes it hane to put in 
the bath. 

My roother swore that this happenmd to a friend of a friEnd's mentally 
harrlicapped soo on a 5COOol trip to Paigntoo Zoo, but the story has since turned 
up fran many other swrces and refuses to die. 

Another story which has all the hallmarks of a piece of feathered folklore in 
the making is the legal battle in India between two families who ooth claimed 
that they owned the same pet parrot. '1be ju:lge showed Solaoon like restraint am 
persuaded the sagacirus fowl to recite the names of the childrEn of the family 
wo really O't1ined him. 'Ibis story has also been repeated on several occasi<XlS am 
seans likely to take its plaoe aloogside the other well krlc:Mn piece of parrot 
lore aboot the parrot who flies in throogh the bars of a prisoo cell and squawks 
'I can talk can you fly?' at the un:Ierstandably a.IID:l'fed imate. 

'!be only real �zle wen dealing with these stories of hyper intelligent 
Psitticifonns is how care my parrot, (A Lesser Patagooian Conure naiOOd Socrates) 
does nothing roore Fort.ean than mumble 'Gocd Boy' wile he is not shooting abuse 
at all and sundry in what I suwose must be fluent Parrot Language. 

Bitds eh? 

Al.i.sm and Jmatban lb«<es. 
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EVII»CE FCR THE HI'l'HERlO � SURVIVAL <F 'DV RARE � 
IN THE roJill WEST <F fNi[J\ND 'ltLEIHER Wl'lH A RFAPmAISAL <F THEIR 

TlUCI':HMIC STA'lUS 

By JON A TH A N  DOWNES 

rnTRODUC'l'ION 

In 1 977, Lan:jl.ey and Yalden disos:;ed the stab..s c£ the Pine Marten (Mar:tes martes ) and The 
Polecat (M p.ltl::riu;) when they rurveyed the decline c£ the zara: British Cami.vcres in an 
ep:x1ymcu; [Bper fi:::r The Mam mal Review ,(1 ) and they cx:ncluded that l:x±h species were lorg 
extinct in the s::U:hem p3.rts c£ Britain. There is, however evidence to 9.q3eS: that they may have 
been I=remature in their cx:nch.Eion:; e:pec:iaD.y in the SaJth Wet.ern Peniralla, and therefixe :it 
seems reas:>nab1e to re-evaluate the OJirel1t stab..s c£l:x±h � . 

PART CNE:THE ror..FrAT ( fobstela putorius) 

Langley and Yalden place this spe::ies as '!be animal was foorrl in Cornwall well 
having been hunted to extinction by 1 887 ·within living nenory. ( 6) Writing in 1970 
(Devon), 1 890 ( Cornwal l ) ,  and 1 910 Rennie Bere said : "'lhe Polecat •• is known 
( Sanerset ) but a number of later records to have been present in the aJdock 
suggest that the species survives at Valley near Falm:Juth up to 1914.". '!he 
least in Cornwall to the present day. Institute for Cornish Studies have · a 

m.rnber of records ( 7 ) including t\tt'O 
&:MmSEr fran Penryn in 1 908 an1 1 91 9, early 20th 

Century records fran Boscastle, 
'!here are three Sanerset records fran Tintagel, Olacewater an1 Lands End, as 
the earliest part of this century the well as 1 9th Century records fran 
m:::>st recent being in 1 91 9. ( 2) . Liskeard and St Ives and records fran 

the valley below Budo::k Schcx:>l near 

� Penryn , and fran Sennen before the first 
world war. 

Writing in 1 968 , H.G.Hurrell whose name 
crops up again an:J again in this The most recent Cornish records are fro:n 
discussion, recorded this species fran Gocnhaven in 1 934 and an animal which 
the 1-txibury area near Kingsbr idge in was seen on a number of occasions near 

1 925, an:J noted another pair which were Camborne in 1 942, which was probably the 
killed in the same area in 1 935 as wel l same animal as the 'Coarse furred,black 
as noting an animal seen by his cousin bellied ferret' foorrl drowned near 
crossing the Dart in 1 91 0. ( 3 )  There are Gwealavellan the same year ,which Dr Turk 
a number of North Devon records fran the described in 1 959 as 'Possib .ly the 
first part of the Century. ( 4 ) . One was last surviving Polecat in the County'. 

killed by dogs in a cornfield in 
Septanber 1 937 , and there was a specimen 
caught at Cbambe Martin in 1 906. Hurrell 
( who obviously didn 1 t know about the 
1937 record ) ,  stated that the 1 935 
records were quite possibly the last 
English records as the animal was by 
then ( 1 968 ) confined to Wales and 

Scotland. St Leger-Gordon and Harvey ( 5 )  
give another record fran 1 930 of foor 
creatures 1 larger than stoats ' which 
were seen playing aroc>ngst toulders at 
Bel lever, but conclude that it is 
"probably correct to regard the species 
as extinct in the reqion". 

Writing about the status of the Polecat 
in Cornwall, Rennie Bere says that there 
are large numbars of what he describes 
as cross bred Polecat-Ferrets ( although 
the term can be used to describe ferrets 
with Polecat colooration ) living wild in 
the Ccunty. This scenario is used 
repeatedly by a number of authors to 
explain sightings of wild .looking 
animals in areas where the wild animal 
is no longer fouoo. One woroers however 
fran where the wild population that the 
a3Caped Cbnestic animals are supposed to 
have interbred with actually came fran. 
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This excuse is therefore the least 
effective way of proving that a wild 
p�lation no longer exists that I have 
ever heard .  A rore likely theory , but 

� which smacks of desperation and an 
�neffectual attempt at making facts fit 
the theories is Genetic and can be used 
to explain the West Country sightings of 
bc;>th 

. 
Polecats , and Wildcats ( F  

s�lvestns ) .  This i s  tha t  a well 
established feral population of the 
domesticated race of the animal in 
question , or the domesticated race of a 
close specific analogue of the animal in 
question exists. When the animals were 
first liberated then they interbred with 
the r�nants of the original wild 
populat�on before the original wild 
population disappeared , rut every I10'.rl 
and then a genetic pattern producing 
characteristics unique to the wild 
strain canes to the surface and animals 
of one species are fOl.UXl which exhibit 
char�cteristics foooo only in another 
spec�es . 

As recently as 1 985 ( 8 )  Porter and Brown 
wrote that the precise taxoncmy of the 
Mustelidae was uncertain , especially as 
regards the Weasel Family. The Ferret is 
generally regaroe:i as a domesticated sub 
species of the carmen European Polecat . 
They admit, however that it is not only 
extremely hard to differentiate between 
certain strains of Ferrets and wild 
Pt;>leca� , rut that the kflO'.rllege of 
b�ochem�cal and genetic differences 
he� tM t'.«> anitfiClls is so sketchy 
that true 100% differentiation is 
impossible . The methods used to 
differentiate between the two animals 
are arbitrary in the extreme , ( mainly 
down to differences in the markings of 
the facial mask-and there is an enormous 
range of colooration morphs in the wild 
Polecat let alone the danesticated 
Ferret ) .  The REAL problem is that the 
Marrmalogical establish11ent have the 
intransigent attitude that because they 
believe that Polecats are extinct 
therefore all Polecats seen in the wild 
are actually Ferrets . 

We have already discovered one blatant 
example of this fran the Sooth West . 
Here is another. Rennie Bere writes : (6) 
"A Polecat-Ferret that I saw near 
Launcestal in March 1969 was WlUSUally 
dark. for a Ferret •• • " and HmE is the· 
punchline • •  ''but it ca.tl.d not have been 
mistaken for a Polecat." Why? M3I1y , if 

not most eminent zoologists state that 
the two animals are iooistinguishable . 
It has been claimed by several sources 
including popular wildlife author Phil· 
Drabble ( 9 )  that although the skull of a 
danesticated ferret is generally 
considered to be smaller and thinner 
than that of a wild Polecat , if a 
' polecat ' was fed on soft foro-bread and 

milk for example-fran the time it was 
weaned and a ' ferret ' was flesh fed in 
an open pen with plenty of roan for 
exercise , the differences 'WOUld be 
reversed . 

I have two 3nimals in my collection 
which are undoubtedly of domestic ferret 
ancestry ,but which appear to be of 
7ntirely dif ferent spe�ies . One has the 

typical '  polecat ooild and shape ,but 
�s , whilst not an albino extremely light 
�n coloor , whereas the other specimen is 
tiny boned :ud ' ferret ' like whilst 
havin; the colooration of a wild 
Polecat ,an:l loc:ks identical with one of 
the Sutherlan:l subspecies of the Polecat 
whose skull was apparently 
indistinguishable fran that of a ferret . 
(This subspe�ies is presl.ltiE!d to have 
been driven to extinction in the years 
immediately previous to the First World 
War) • Even if one is to accept the 
explanation that the Polecat-Ferret is a 
smaller , an:l lighter coloured beast than 
the Wild Polecat , animals are still seen 
in the region , that do oot fit in with 
ANY of the currently accepted models of 
the taxonomic zo:>l� of the region. 

On the 1 2th April 1 992 a pair of animals 
were seen by Mrs Barbara Holt at Luddo:=k 
Wocrl in Cornwall . She described them as 
eighteen inches in length with a long 
bushy tail, the back was dark whereas 
the face had a very distinct mask 011er 
the eyes and a white muzzle . They came 
out of a hedge at about 4.00 PM 
playfully chasing each other . Mrs Holt 
loc:ked at pictures of Polecats , Polecat­
Ferrets and Ferrets and unerringly 
de�ribed them as the fonner . ( 1 1  ) • There 
is no doubt that sane Ferrets have gone 
wild in the region, rut to my mind there 
is very little doubt that many of these 
feral beasts have interbred with the 
last wild Polecats and that the so 
called extinction of the species in the 
o�nty is just another manifestation of 
Scientific short sightedness . 
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PARI' 'DV: 
'HIE PINE� (Martes martes). 

Althoogh Langley ana Yalden ( 1 ) state 
that this species was hunted to 
extinction by 1 834 in Surrey and between 
1 830-50 in Hampshire there has been a 
well dOCI.llllented series of sightings in 
Surrey over the past thirty years or so, 
and this relict population h:1s even been 
the basis for a p�lar childrens boJk 
( 1 2} ana in a brief account of the fauna 
of the New Forest the author notes that 
"occasicXlally saneone thinks they see a 
Pine Marten" ( 1 3) . '!he further west we 
go, the trore doubt is cast upon their 
results. They state that the species was 
extinct in O:>rset between 1 800-50 and 
in Sanerset, Devon and Cornwall between 
1 870-80. Although I can find no finn 
records fran O:>rset later than 1 848 , 
('!he only other O:>rset records, a 
posible New Forest animal from 1 91 6 and 
a creamish coloured animal,from 
Ab�tsbury in 1 951 ( 1 4 ) ,  which appears 
to have been a Ferret) , the county 
records for Somerset, Devon and 
Cornwall, some of which are inaeed cited 
by Langley and Yalden only to be' 
summarily, and sanewhat unfairly 
dism issed paint a more optimistic 
picture. 

Miss S.B Andrews saw an animal that she 
identified as a Marten in a tree at 
Tehidy Park in Cornwall during the 
sunmer of 1 932. ( 1 5 )  . Whereas, in the 
light of new evidence which was not 
available to Langley am Yalden I am 
prep3red to accept the Devonshire 
records which follCM, this sighting is 
unique at least as far as I am aware, 

and is not corrol:x>rated by further 
anecdotal or archival eviden=e. 

A 1 851 report placed the species within 
the M=.unnals of Somerset ( 1 5 )  and there 
was a record of • sanething that � 
to be a Pine Marten • from Luckwell 
Bridge on Exmoor during the winter of 
1 924 ( 1 6 ) . This,again seems on the 
surface of it to be an isolated 
incident,but we shall return to the 
Martens of Exm:x:>r later in this paper. 

There is no shortage of historical 
evidence for the existance of the 
species within the County but unlike the 
neighbooring counties, there is a gr�t 
deal of evidence to suggest that th1s 
species survived well past 1

. 
900 •. A 

comprehensive rundown of Devon s1ght1ngs 
from the first half of this century was 
made in 1 953 ( 1 7 )  by the renowned 
Devonian naturalist H.G.Hurrell,a 
character who assumes pivotal importance 
in this narrative .. 

"Mr Rossiter of Paigntcn tells me he is 
ooo.vi.nced he saw a Pine Marten near 
Paigntcn aboot 1918. An:>ther ra,iable 
observer Mr Prior of st Albans cl.aims to 
have � a Marten in Piles 
OJpse,IBrbla>r ,ab:lut the middle of May 
1932. Qle was seen very clearly at tt;ss 
Mayo River Yealm in June 1952 by MaJor 
� Galgh. Several times an animll 
was glimpsed at night at Brent:m:xlr lb.lse 
during 1952. 'lbere are rea.salS for 
thinking it may have been a Marten.Mrs 
weeks of Yelvertcn and her SCXl suspect 
that they saw a Marten in a high fir 
tree at Maris� in April 1953". 

'Ihree years 
again: ( 1 8 ) 

later Hurrell wrote 

"Mr V Almy has cc.ne across references � 
this species at Puslindl, Yealmptcn m 
1843 and 1860 .Mr O.D.Hunt reports �t 
his sister saw one at Glatal near Newt'dl 

. Ferrers CXl July 11th 1955.It crossed the 
road in f:ra1t of their car". 

One was seen at Co:nbeinteignhead on 
26. 1 1  • 72. Another Pine Marten was seen 
at there a year earlier,implying that 
this cryptic animal may well have been 
well established in the area at that 
time. ( 1 9 ) :  

''Boxing 18y 1971 • I saw a Pine Marten CXl 
top of my &rlgeriga.r Aviary having been · 
attracted by the noise of the birds. '!be 
Marten ran off at my aRJrOadl.Its 
identification is not in doubt because I 
have kept Mink and can state positively 
that the animal was a Marten" 

Another Marten was seen by R.M.Jewson in 
1 973 : ( 1 3 ) 
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''Denham Brid:Je,River Tavy 8.9. 73: I was 
forbmate E!l1algb to spot an animal 
IIIOVirxj through the top branches of a 
high oak tree am then to sane m::n:e 
oaks. At first I naturally suspected a 
squirrel but it was far too big for a 
squirrel while the tail was too �y to 
be a Mink.Also it was dark brown ·or red 
certainly not black. It tocit flYing 
leaps fran tree to tree with �t 
agility. Having seen IGI's (Hurrell 's) 
ranch bred Pine M:lrtens when they were 
allowed to clini> trees in a wood at 
Wrangatal I cx:mclOOed that the animal I 
saw was irdeed a Pine Marten. 'lhe leaps 
fran tree to tree were quite 
calSiderable and it was fascinating to 
watch its performance''. 

More recently is a report from 
Wemtworthy on the 20th Februacy 1978 
made by Mr P.M.Stark:(17) 

"8 a.m An animal was seen in the trees 
of a oc:nif:en:us wood runn.ii¥J aloog the 
branches and going fran tree to tree by 
j� fran the ern of ate branch to 
the nearest branch of the next tree. I 
could not see its ooloor against the 
light but it definitely had a blshy tail 
and appeared to be deCidedly larger than 
a squirrel so I felt baJrn to cx:mcl\de 
that it llllSt have been a Marten. Koowi.D} 
that size can be difficult to estimate I 
have carefully recxnsidered my 
assessoent, rut I still feel it was 
definitely too big for a squirrel". 

An animal which looked very much like a 
Pine Marten was seen ten years later in 
August 1988 by Mr Flemming of Exeter. 
He was driving his family tc:Mards Fingle 
Bridge for a days outing when they got 
hopelessly lost in the sunken Devon 
lanes. Strldenly an animal the size of a 
large cat jumped into the road in front 
of them aoo ran up the road before them 
with the car following at about the same 
speed. Mr Flermri.ng is interestErl in 
Natural History ,and was confusErl at what 
he saw as he knows that Pine M:lrtens are 
not found in Devonshire. He described a 
long, sinUQls dark red-brown beast which 
undulated sinl.XlUsly along the road 
before him. en a visit to wales soon 
afterwards he visited a Wildlife Park 
and canpared what he had seen with every 
animal that he could find including Pine 
Martens and Polecats ,and he was 
convinced that what he had seen was a 
Mllten. His only misgiving was that the 

animal had not seemed to have the 
ubiquitous fawn throat patch or bib,and 
had seemed to be a unifonn colour all 
over. This, as we shall see is n<:Mhere 
near as negative a piece of evidence as 
it would at first seem. 

Three years later on the 4th October 
1991 Mr Nettley, of Bag Tor House, 
Ilsingtoo hel.rd his wife call him to see 
a strange animal that was climbing a 
tree at the end of his drive.The animal 
had disappeared by the time his wife ·had 
taken him to the tree in question but 
she gave a clear description of a long 
thin squirrel like animal about two feat 
in length, an:l coloured reddish grey, 
which she imnediately identifiErl as a 
Pine Marten fran one of the families 
bo=*s on British Wildlife. Mr Nettley 
spoke about the matter to a number of 
people who all told him that what s�e 
had seen was a squirrel, except for h�s 
Father in law ,an ex Policeman who told 
him that a Pine Mn-ten had been shot by 
a farmer protecting his chickens, 

somewhere near Honiton sanetime since 
1960. 

Mr Nettley also asked me if I could 
solve another mystery that had been 
puzzling both him and several of his 
friems. Apparently a number of them �o 
shooting in the thick deciduous woods 1n 
the immediate area, area (near where Mrs 
Nettley saw her mystery animal) , and 
they occasionally hear the "bangs .:1nd 
crashes" of a fairly large but 
seemingly invisible beast apparently 
chasing sanething in the branches ab::>ve 
them.These noises are regularly 
punctuated by the sound of the creature 
(if it is a creature) plunmeting to the 
ground and are then followed by silen'-7. 
He has experiencErl this sanewhat eer�e 
phenanenon regularly over a peri<rl c;>f 
scme years, as have a mnber of h�s 
friends and a�uaintances, and he was 
extremely interested in finding out wh�t 
could have caused them. Ac<:x>rding to 
H.G.Hurcell, (1968), ( 3 )  this is the 
sound made whilst a Marten is hunting a 
Squirrel fran tree to tree, a hunt which 
culminates with a crash as hunter and 
hunted fall to the ground.! have reports 
of similar souoos fran several sights 
within a ten mile radius of the 1991 
Pine Marten sightings at Ilsingtoo,and 
they can only be considered as positive 
evidence. 
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The details of beh•viour recorded by all 
these observers are also too similar 
to be coincidental. 'lllere are other 
interesting aspects of the t'eports as 
well. The report of the 1973 · sighting 
was particularly significant. Mr Jewson 
gave his own reasons why the two animals 
most commonly repJrted as Pine M:1rtens, 
the Mink anj the Red Squirrel are really 
only superficially similar. A well kl1CMI1 
North Devon Zo:>logist who has asked to 
remain anonymous has told me that there 
is a small but flourishing colony of 
Pine Martens, sane of which he has 
observed personally in a densley wocrled 
valley on the edges of Exmoor. At least 
two other wild populations appear to 
still exist in the county; one outside 
Teignmouth and the other in the densely 
wo::rled areas of soothem tartrroor rut 
are these animals the survivors of the 
original wild population? 

Harvey and St Leger-Gordon noted in 1953 
( 5) that escapes of Pine Martens did 

· inde.:rl occur at various Fur Farms on 
tartrroor and not all of these animals 
have been c-ecovered.however they also 
note that from the escape records the 
male anj the female of the spe�ies have 
never been at large together and so a 
chance of reestablishing this animal as 
a breroing population h:1s not occured". 
The same year H.G.Hurrell remarked: 
"There have been two or three escapes 
from Wrangaton since 1940 and one from 
Ourlleigh in 1921 • It is unlikely the 
1918 Marten could have been an escape 
but those seen subsequently may have 
been". I suspect that this is not 
actually the whole truth. Hurrell, (a 
naturalist for whom I have the highest 
regard) had a charming and childish 
enthusiasm for the species. He wrote a 
l:cok about his pet ones, and he mentions 
them enou:Jh in all of his other bo:lks to 
show that he �as a vociferous supporter 
of the species. I consider it highly 
probable that he helped the process of 
recolonisation along a little by 
releasing specimens from his own captive 
breroing progranme to bolster up the 
faditlf3 wild population. I know that if I 
had been in the same position I would 
h:1ve done exactly the same thing� 

Paul Blight at the Zoology Department of 
Bristol University said: "I am convinced 
that there has been no natural 
pc>J;Xllation since the war" ,and he agreed. 
with me that any specimens still in the 

area were probably descendants of 
animals liberated by Hurrell. Kelvin 
Boot the Devon Naturalist is also 

· interested in the spedes but he tends 
to discamt the Devon sightings since 
al:xx.It 1950 as being a mixture of . 

·�� misidentification an:l over eagerness by 
the M�l Re�rders for the Devonshire 
Association,who were all members of the 
Hurrell Family. He told me however that 
Hurrell had indeed attempted a 
reintra:luction progranme on Forestry 

CQ�ission land in the 1950s and 1960s 
but that it had been unsuccessful.! 
would suggest that from the evidence I 
have presented, and fran e·.ridence that 
keeps on camin:J in, that the 
reintra:luction programme was in fact a 
success, although whether or not Hurrell 
himself knew this I would not like to 
say . 

en the 17th July 1992 the situation was 
further �licated when '1he Animal 
Liberation Front ailiX'.JUl'lCal that they had 
liberated a pair of Pine Martens stolen 
fran Paigntal ZOo at an urrli.sclosed site 
in the Camty. 

PART THREE: 
Ol1Im MARTEN SPEcrES IN 'lHE s:xJ1H WFSl' 

OF JHiLAND? 

Ian Linn of the ZO:>logy Department of 
Exeter University,an:l also a 
distinguished M311lrelologist, agreed with 
my tentative theories alx>ut M:utens in 
Devo�hire but added a bombshell of his 
own when he s:1id that he believed that 
the animals kept by Hurrell,which are 
probably the ssouroe of m:>st if not all 
contemporary Pine Marten reports in 
Devon were not the native M�es m:1rtes 
but the North American Martes 
americana,a closely related but entirely 
different animal. Another rep:>rt from 
1979, only served to confuse the matter 
further: (17) 

An extremely �zling oorpse was fourrl 
on the road between Exeter am Exroouth 
where it had cY.wiaJSly been nm over by 
a car. It was originally identified as a 
Pine M:trten but it was eventually fourrl 
to be a Beech Marten, (Martes foina) , a 
species that is rx:>t SUpp:>sed to have 
existed in these Islanis since before 
the last Ice llge. Despite the 
identificaticn of the mystezy oorpse as 
being Martes foina that was given in the 
Transactions of the Devonshire 
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Association, , Kelvin Boot is convinced 
that the animal was an American Marten 
which ties in neatly. with what Ian Linn 
has already told us. MAFF, h0111ever agree 
with The Devonshire Association .. an.? have 

it on their files as M foina (2). '!he 
preserved corpse has, as is so often the 
caseJ dissappeared so the flatter must 
remain unsolved, for the manent. 

Ian Linn, knows of another escapea Beach 
M3rten,this time fran a much earlier 
pericrl, probably during the Seoooo World 
War, which escaped fran a private 
collection and lived wild in the area 
for several years before being fourrl 
dead in a barn belonging to a fanner 
living in the Unmediate area of the 
animals original owner. There is no 
reascn why Martes foina. should not live 
quite successfuly in Devon. It is very 
similar to its better known relative, 
and there are very few nK>q:tlological 
differences. Is there any reason to 
believe, hc::Mever, that the animal was 
ever resident here? The 
answer, suprisingly, is "Yes". Prior to 
1879 it was believed that both species 
were endemic to the British Isles and 
the species ncM known as M foina was 
generally regarded as being the rore 
e<moon of the two species. In 1879, 
h0111ever Fdwat:d Alston ( 21 ) reexamined 
all the specimens he could find in 
Museums and concluded that M foina did 
not exist, and iooeed had never existed 
in the British Isles and that all 
specimens that had bean identified as 
such were merely misidentified Pine 
M�ens. He then immediately 
contradicted his own theory by pointing 
out that a specimen of M foina HAD been 
killed in Northern Ireland during the 
nineteenth century. SQ�thing Alston 
only mentioned in passing however, but 
something that has turned up repe3tedly 
during my investigations into the 20th 
Century geographical status of Martens 
in Britain is that they are extremely 
cryptic beasts arrl ones which even in 
1879 had an uncanny habit of turning up 
where they were le3st expected in areas 
where they had bean presumed to have 
been long extinct. 

Utilising Heauvelmans' cryptozoological 
methcrlology it beccmes clear that for a 
nllllber of reasons, prior to 1 879 both 
scientists and laymen consi ..dered the 
two species to be endeJnic to Britain and 
that the two animals were seen as 

_clearly seoerate spe�ies. A paper on the 

Mammals of Devon written for The 
Devonshire Association in 1877 ( 22) 
includes the following species of the 
Mustelidae as resident in the county: 

P.putorius (Linn) lhe Polecat·, Martes 
m:trtes ( Linn) The Pine Marten and as a 
distinct species: 

Martes foina (fuffon) 'lhe Ma.rti (sic) 

'"nrls species is l1CJWi, I believe, nearly 
exti..i1ct as a systematic war is waged 
against it by preservers of qame. Mr 
P.F • .Amery infonns me that the last he 
has heard of was killed near AshWrt.cn 
about six years ago". 

Writing in 1897 Brushfield described the 
status of the Pine M:lrten as vennin in 
medieval {an1 later) Devo:1Shire: 

11MARI'EN: '1bere are but few entries on 
the Parish Acoounts of their destruction 
and all varieties are included under one 
tenn. Aocard.ir¥J to Bellamy • Marten Cat. 
is one of its names in Devalshire. At 
� a 'ma.rtyn' was killed in 
1780, and a 1 marten 1 in 1787. 'I\«) were 
paid for at Wellingt:cn in 1609 and one 
( I Marting I ) in 1700 • In eadl instance 1 S 
was paid. In 1744 1 3 Marts Heads 1 are 
entered in the Ecclesfield l\cccunts but 
f.ran the context they are prcbably 
FaDiarts'l. 

There are so many pieces of 
corroborative evidence in the preceedin3 
paragraph it is difficult to kncM where 
to start. It is clear not only that a 
variety of different names were used, 
(even two animals killed in the same 
town only a few years apart were called 
by different names), which implies that 
two separate species are being 
discussed, but it is obvious fran the 
way that Brushfield himself describes 
the animals that HE o:>nsidered them to 
be of two different species. In a late 
nineteenth century paper on the M:urmals 
of Dorset two species of Marten are 
again de.3Cribed ( 23) : 

Marten Cat, (Martes Foina) 

'Ihe Rev William Olafin in his 1 Anecrlotes 
of Cranborne Olase 1 , records M:trten Cats 
as one of the animals hunted there but 
believs them (1816) to be nearly 
extinct, their skins :1re too valuable 
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for them to be allowed to exist. In 1836 
one was caught alive nea r Stock lb.lse by 
the Rev H.F. Yeatmans houoos but biting 
the Huntsmans Houoos severely was kept 
alive for sane little time. The paper 
then examines the status of M martes in 
IXJrset and not only places 'lWJ species 
of Marten within the fauna of Dorset but 
names M foina as the more well known 

one .  

The main externa l diffe rence between the 
two species is that M foina has a white 
patch or bib rather than a cream patch 
on its chest. There are also minor 
osteological and dentition diffe rences 
as well as genetic one s, and it is 
interesting to note that even in areas 
where the re is no doubt that the two 
spe�ies co-exist , for example across much 
of mainl and Europe , the two species do 
not seem to interbreed. The naturalists 
(and irrleed the p::>li ticians) of the late 
Victorian 3nd early 20th Century eras 
are renowned f or their arbitrary 
creation of new spe cies, and their 
equally arbitrary ' lumping together' of 
different spe�ies in order to make life 
easier for the taxonomist . It seems 
therefore an indisputable f act that 
until the last century 'lWJ species of 
M:rrten DID exist in Britain where only 
one has survived into the history bo::>ks. 
As we have seen, howe ver the cur rent 
status of either species in the area is 
doubtful in the extreme , although I 
would not like to rule out the 
possibility of both species having 
survived. It looks ext remely likely as 
if the accepted Mammalology of this 
camtry contnins at least one glaring 
mistake. 

The history of the taxonany of the 
British Mustelids is a canplicated one 
and several species which are no longe� 
recognised have been described. The 
Irish race · of the Sto3t , for �le 
seems to be markedly different from the 
main bod y of the species and the marked 
sexua l dim:>rphism in the Weasel has le::td 
to sane 1 9th Century observers 
o::>nclucli ng that there were in fact two 
sepa rate spe.::ies, and the white winter 
colouration of the Stoat has also 
pranpted the inclusion of a separate 
species, The Ermine , into a few early 
handl::xx>k.s � marnnals. One shoo ld not 
create ne� spe�ies on the basis of tiny 
physiological differen:::es and it wa.tld 
be extremely unwise to consider the 
I rish Stoat , the Lesser Weasel or the 

Ernu.ne as separate species, the 
taxonomic situa tion of the British Beech 
Marten is an €ntirely different matter. 
We are not dealing with tiny differences 
but with an entire sp�cies that coexists 
with The Pine M�rten across most of its 
European range. The nineteenth century 
naturalists who recorded M foina f rom 
the region clearly identified the two 
species of t-1arten as being entirely 
sepa rate , and until saneone cx:rnes up 
·.d th any evidence to the contrary I see 
no reason to disagree with the.'ll and am 
convinced that even if they �re now 
extinct , within the pa.st two hundred 
years M foina was a resident of the 

. South Western peninsula. 

It seems therefore that there are, or 
have been, three distinct species of 
Martens (M mart.es ,  M foina and M 
americana, at large in the Devon 
Countryside. The sightings continue but 
which of the species they belong to or 
whether they are hybrids ranains to b� 
seen . Daspi te the undoubted probability 
of my confusing the matter further there 
is a fourth species of Marten which may 
be responsible f or sane of these 
sightings. The Sable (Martes zibellina ) 
is a common animal of northern Eurasia 
I� is also the unfortunate posessor of 
the most valt.ia ble pelt in the semts 
Martes. It is a carmon resident of fur 
farms an1 has been bred widely. In the 

years before the multitude of different 
forms of legislation which now control, 
the fur irx:lus try �e intrcrluced the 
South West was a popular site for small 
unlicensed f ur farms. It is not 
impossible that so:ne specimens of this 
species which is a hardy an1 succesf ul 
an�mal escaped into the wild. (The 
anJ.mal S9el1 by Mr Flemlli. ng in 1 988 was 
darker than one would have expe�ted a 
Pine Marten to be and had no 
dist inguishing t hroat patch. An exact 
description, in short , of a S3ble) . 

It seems certain that M martes did not 
become extinct in the mid Nineteenth 
Century as h:ts of ten been claimed. There 
have been too many sightin:rs i n  the 
year� prior to 1950, for this to 
poss1bly be the case. It is also certain 
that although their antecedents and 
in1eed even their exact species ;em:tin 
uncertain several colonies of these 
rare ,  elusive and beautiful small 
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memmals sti ll exist in the wilder parts 
of Devonshire. It also seems very l ikely 
that ,at least in the past two hwxlred 
years , Devon had two species of native 
M:t.rten instecrl of the one that is 
generally recognised . The statement by 
Alston in 1 879 that all British M:t.rtens 
were in fact of one species was oosed on 
scarce ( and now vanished ) source 
m:t.terial withrut the benefit of 
technology now available to ccntgnporary 
scientists and is not borne out by 
anea:lotal or folkloric evidence which 
t.en:i to oppose his theory . 

Potentially , the puzzle shruld be quite 
easy to solve . The I:brset accounts show 
that the aninals were killed for their 
pelts and it seans l ikely that preserved 
specimens of both species exist in 
museums and in private collections . In 
the 1 990s we have access to subtle forms 
of genetic and biochemical analysis 
urrlreamed of by the Victorian Se ientists 
who o�ld arbitrarily create or destroy 
spe.::ies at the strcke of a pen . The true 
situation is less encouragin;J . The 
m:JUnted Pine Martens in West Camtry 

Museum Collections are few and far 
between . The specimen which was 'a10e in 
the ex>llection of the Plynouth 
Institution ' was wild caught , its . 
precise on.gm is unkrx:Mn , although it 
has i.Jep....n suggested that it was killed on 
Q:lrbooor. ( 5 )  . The specimen in Truro 
Mus9.1rn is of Cornish Origin but is also 
withrut doctunentation. (7 ) .  The specimen 
in the Plym:JUth collection was 
presented by H . G . Hurrel l ,  which would 
suggest that it wa3 not of wild origin , 
the sp�cimen in the Royal Albert Museurn 
is labelled as a '<bltlnental spec:inel 
which lived wild having escaped fnm 
lllrrells CX>llection, am sub9equently 
been presented to the ex>llection by 
Major Vickary ' , an:i the specimen in the 
Ilfracx:mbe Mus9.1m, acex>rding to the 1 935 
report of the Ilfracx:mbe Natural History 
So::iety ( 4 )  was . . • "Given in 1 933 by Mr 
1f .J .Pa.rsc:ns ,of O:lliJe Martin am was 
shot at Lyntal 'nany years acp' " .  Q:lphne 
Hills (1 6 )  of the M=31ml:t.l Department at 
the British Museurn ( Natural History ) 
informs me that there are no West 
C'.alntry specimens of either The Pine 
M:t.rten or the Polecat in the National 
Collection and she repe.::tts the currently 
accepted p3rty line that "there are IX) 
specimens attrihlted to M foina fran any 
part of Great Britain" . The present 
state of Mustelid taxoncrny is so 

coofused that it seems unlikely that 
even if we were able to O'lpture a living 
specimen of one of the mystery martens , 
that its precise identity cruld be 
disoc:Nered withrut OOA typing. ( The 
members of the Marten family are all 
very closely related , indeed several 
authorities have .5Uggested that the 
entire family be regarded as a single 
species and the eight species , four of 
which we have seen may have bean members 
of the Devo:1ian zo:>fauna be demoted to 
sub specific status ) .  

If I am correct in my assumptions an:i 
Hurrell did intrcrluc� new blo:rl into the 
ailing Davonian Pine M:t.rten p:JpUlation, 
arrl if as Ian Linn h:t.s suggested the new 
blcx:rl was actually of transatlantic 
origin we have an appalling taxoncxnic 
mess . If M zil:iJeli.nna has also 

escaped/bean deliberately introouced 
into the area , then matters can only get 
more canplicated . Several scientists who 
are well recognised as being eminent men 
in their own specific field have told me 
that altha.lgh the technology ne-eded to 
solve the riddle of the Mustelid 
taxorx:my once and for all thrrugh OOA 
analysis urxloubtedly exists, in these 
days of draconian furrling an� manpower 
cuts , there is little hope of such 
research being carried out . Lack of 
mcney , lack of resources and lack of 
interest has condemned my researches 
into the M�rtens of the West Country to 
an uns3tisfactory conclus ion. 

1 .  Langley an:i Yalden : The  Decline of 
the Rarer carnivores in Britain 
( Mammal R�view £7 1 977 ) 

2 .  Baker et a l : Escaped Exotic M::mmals 
in Britain (1 980 ) 

3 .  Hurrell : Wi ldlife tame bu t  free 
(1 968 ) 

4. Palmer : M3nmals of the Ilfracanbe 
lJistrict p3 

5 .  Hatvey and St Leger-Gordon : Q:lrtrooor 
(1 953 ) 

6 .  Rennie Beer :Wildlife in Cornwa ll 
( 1 970 ) 

7 .  Institute of Cornish Stu:iies pers 
corr (1 992 )  

8 .  Porter a rrl  Brown : The canplete b::>:>k 
of Ferrets (1 985 ) 

9 .  Drabble : Phil Dratbles lx>::lt o f  Pets 
(1 976 ) 

1 0. Harrisson KJ.tthews : M3.Jtll'als of 
Britain (1 953 ) 
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1 1 .  Stella Turk Pers Corr 1 992 
1 2 . Monica Etlwards : Fire in the Punchi::XJwl 

ASK tiJl' WHAT 'DIE CDmm RR FtRTFAN 
� CAN 00 RR ltXJ, ll11' RATHER WHAT 
ltXJ CAN 00 RR 'DIE CDmm RR FtRTFAN 1 3 . Whitlock :Wildlife of Wessex ( 1 976 ) 

1 4 . Proceedings of the Dorset Natural 
History and Antiquarian Field 
Club 1 952 p1 1 4  

1 5 .  Baker : 'Ille Sorersetshire Fauna 
( Proceedings ofthe SQrersetshire 
Archaeological and Natural History 
So::::iety 1 851 ) 

1 6 . D.3.IX"me Hills ( Pers Corr 1 992 ) 
1 7 .  Trans:1ctions of 'Ille Devonshire 

Association Vol 1 1 1  21 0-21 1 
1 8. Trans:1ctions of 'Ille Devonshire 

Association: Vol 89 p 259 
1 9. Trans:1ctions of 'Ille Devonshire 

Association: p230 Vol 1 04 
20.  Trans:1ctions of 'Ille Devonshire 

Association: Vol 1 06 p280 
2 1 . Alston: On the specific Identity of 

the British M.3.rten ( 1 879 ) 
2 2 .  Trans:1ctions of The Devonshire 

Association: Vol 9 p325 
2 3 .  Trans:1ctions of the Devonshire 

Association Vol 1 1 3  p1 93 

"'Illere are M:irten Cats and Badgers 
and foxes in the Enchanted Wo:ds" 

W , B  Yeats 
"Celtic 'IWilight" 

LOOKING FOR ANSWERS 

MIDNIGHT BOOKS 

COULD HELP YOU SOLVE THOSE . 

UNEXPLAINED MYSTERIES 

We stock a large range of secondhand 

and new books on EARTH MYSTERIES, UFOs, 

CRYPTOZOOLOGY, LOST CMLISATIONS, 

GHOSTS, FOLKLORE and much more. 

Send SAE for our next catalogue to: 

Frances and Steven Shipp, 

(Dept. SN), The Mount, Ascerton Road, 

Sidmouth, Devon, EX I O  9BT. 

FREE BOOKSEARCHES undertaken ! 

-

�- - · · ·· · · · · ·  

Cbvioosly you are interested in too 
weirder side of the Biological Sciences 
or you would not be reading this 
magazine . 

Would you actually like to get involved 
to a greater extent? This is Nor a club 
or o:r:ganisa.tioo. It is also not a 
publically furrled foonda tion for 
scientific research , but as always seems 
to be the case when one deals with 
subjects of Fortean interest it is 
sanething in between . 

We need representatives in as many 
ca.mtries , ccunties am even districts 
as possible . If you want to take on the 
added �che of being an accredited 
representative of 'Ille Centre for Fortean 
Zoology tl"sl please get in twch. '!be 
j ob is (obvioosly ) both hard woz:k am 
completely unpaid but we need people to 
liase with tooir local newspapers, to 
liase with their local cwncils , to 
interview eyewitnesses, collect 
speciroons am to run up app;tling 
telephone bills whilst engaged in lcng 
night t.i.ne cooversa.tions with Jon am 
Jan. 

We are planning a cuttings library open 
to all. Please smd us any cuttings or 
pootooopies that you care across. 
Renenber to mark them with where tooy 
came fran. Within the next few months we 
hope to be able to circulate a catalogue 
of cuttings available and for a naninal 
fee to cCNer CM..Y pootooopying costs and 
postage we will smd copies of anything 
we have to anyone who wants it. 

We are also planning a pennanent Muswm 
of Cryptazoology as soon as we have 
enoogh exhibits am sane\ohere where a 
pennanent display cntld be kept. We have 
several ideas in the pipeline on this 
01"2 am we hop:: that, like too 
ConferEnce of Fortean Zoology, another 
of · oor C>ll<ping proj ects sanething 
�crete will be achieved this year. It 
�s t.i.ne for us to reclaim this branch of 
Zoology fran too people who would have 
it beoane j us t  another, ratoor tedioos 
science. 

• • • • • •  
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'FROG FALL 
FEATURE 

It seems appropriate that the debut issue of a magazine edited by scrneone who is 
closely involved with a musical ensemble called ' 'lhe Am{Xlibians fran Outer 
Space' shoold fe.3ture a whole mescalleny of articles on, or apertaining varioos 
strange and out of place tailless amphibians . As I was typing up this paragraph 

· I  caught a glimpse of something moving across the carpet . It was a medium sized 
frog which do3s not appear to be of the species usually fourxi in Exeter. His 
name is Harold and he now sits , happilly gulping away and eating crickets in one 
of the Centre for Fortean Zoology vivaria until someone can decide what to do 
with him • • • • •  

A FKXi CE 'lOAD FALL IXJRI:r«i 'lHE 1950 ' s  AT � IN HAMPSHIRE. 

by NIO< MAUEEl' 

In April 1 987 I went to interview a lady 
living locally regarding a falling 
obj ect that had tom a hole in her 
cooservatory roof . After examination at 
the Geology department of PortsmaJth 
Poly this obj ect was identified as 
probably being a lump of foreign runway 
tarmac that had lcrlged .in an aircraft 
tyre. However my dissappointment at not 
having di scovered a fall in the Fortean 
mould or even an honest to go�ess 
meteorite was tempered by a carment fran 
Mrs Nash, the witness . She recalled , I 
was fascinated to learn , a friend 
mentioning having experienoed a frog or 
toad fall at Fallington, j ust north of 
PortsmaJth, sane years previoosly . Mrs 
Nash told me that she would try and 
contact hec friend and perhaps try and 
arrange a meeting . 

Sorry to say I never did hear anything 
further abJUt the Farlington story , but 
nothing daunted , decided to write to the 
PortsmaJth News asking readers for 
infonnation abJUt the event . Much to my 
suprise I received two telephone calls 
and four letters describing a whole 
series of these frog-toad falls . 
Intrigueingly three of these letters 
appeared to relate to the same event and 
a very local one at that . All the 
witnesses describe this frog or toad 
fall ( none  were certain of the species ) 
as o::curing in the 1 950s and according 
to one , possibly aroond July 1 954 . 'lhe 
locality of the event in :dl these 

reports is Cop10r· in central Portsmouth. 
This is a denseley populated residential . 
district so that the number of witne3ses 
to this happening m:1y not be suprising. 

The first account is from Mrs Pat Potter 
of Portsea : 

"<h reading yaJr letter in the paper 
today. I had the same experience when I 
was a girl living at Cqn>r. I am forty 
b10 OCJW and when I was about nine, my 
nother and I went to the evening 
"pictures" at the old 'Tivoli ' ,  llalf a 
garage in Cqn::>r Road. We came out of 
the pictures at about 1 0.00 at night and 
it was pouring with rain. We crossed 
Q)plor Road and went into Keswick Averme 
to cross the bridge called White stale 
Bridge, as we lived in O::Jver Road at the 
time . Anyway in Keswick Avenue millialS 
of baby frogs or toads came doom with 
the pouring rain. I was laughing all the 
time . I soooped up loads of them with my 
nun, and took them bane, and put them in 
the garden. To this day, I have always 
renatiJered it, and told the event nany 
t.:ines, rut peq>le do not believe me, 
especially my four Sa:1S (all grown up 
OCJW)".  

Mrs Potter later confinned to me on the 
teleP-"lone that the frogs or toads were 
very much alive , and were falling all 
over her as they C:lme out of the sky. 
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The second witness is Mr Harfield of 
Dervne� , Hants . He was situated (again 
sanetime during the 1 950 ' s) , near the 
' Airspeed ' playing fields at Copnor . It 
had j ust stopped c-aining after a 
cloudburst aoi the time was between 8 . 00 
and 8 .  30 PM when he noticed hurrlreds of 
small frogs or toads litterin3 the 
playing fields and the ' White Stone ' 
pedestrian railway bridge nearby. · 
Estimating the time sanewh3.t earlier 
than Mrs Potter Mr Harfield is quite 
adamant that the fall oxurred earlier 
in the evening. Were there two seperate 
falls that evening I wonder? .Again the 
frog-toads were alive and fully 
developed-lacking tails. 

Two witnesses were involved in the final 
rep:>rt ; Mr and Mrs Howe , still resident 
in Cop1or. '!he following is Mrs Howe '  s 
description of the event . 

"Havir¥3 seen ya1r article about toads 
fa.l.li.I¥j fran the sky, we are sure that 
yai will be interested in a similar 
incident experienced by ourselves. Many 
years ago, having visited wr parents in . 
Redcar Avenue, Coplor, we left the house 
(en foot) arrl before we reached the eni 
of the road, a very heavy rainstorm 
CJYertook us . Imagine wr suprise when we 

saw an increasing rnmi:ler of tiny frogs 

spreading across the road. '!bey 

slithered about en the wet road and 
Dl.lltiplied by the cbzen as we stood 
there fascinated! '1hey had to be caning 
down with the heavy rain, and we stood 
far a a:::uple of minutes, amazed and 
intrigued. Unfortunately we were getting 

very wet and had quite sane way to 90 
before we would get bane, so we left the 

scene bewildered and very PJZZled. It is 

difficult to rEJDeDber when this 
ha.wemed but it would be sanewhere 
aJDlild the 1950 I S . 

'1bere was nci:xxly else aroom at the time 
and so we were prd:ably the cnly people 
to see the strange peu1e:lal. '1he frogs 
(or toads or whatever) , were no uxe 
than a a:::uple of inches l.a¥;J , perhaps 
even less 1 Ya1r newsletter has tn:ought 
the memory back to us. We were very 
yamg at the time, and we can well 
remeutJer trying to tell a1r friems 
about the incident. '!bey thought we were 
telling a shaggy tbJ storyJ " 

Hoping to find sane reference to this 
July

_ 
1 954 ( ? )  frog-toad fall, I che�ked 

the archive:3 of the Portsmouth Evening . 
News for the period and although I fouoo 
no llention of the avent , one or two 
things turned up that m�y be relevant. 

Firstly it Wa3 rep:>rted that June 1 954 
was the wettest for thirty years , with 
fa�rs and ch�ch fetes generally 
hav1ng a hard hme of it . Mention is 
also JMde of a s�lar eclips9 on the 30th 
June, and earlier, on the 23rd June 
there were three independant sightin3s 
0� a tJF\) S9en at night above Portsdoi111. 
H1 ll . <Ale w�tness described the obj ect 
as shaped like a rotatin3 spinnin3 top 
and that it dissappearErl towards the 
east ' like a flash! ' 

There also seemed to be an ongoing 
debate in the letter p3ge of the paper 
regaroin3 the strange weather, with 
corresp:>ndents variously blaming God ,  
The Russians , an :I  Intergalactic Warfare 

Lastly I should mention an odd 
coincidence in this rep:>rt . Mrs Potter • s 
address is "Ulrzon Howe" , and two of the 
witnesses were also named Howe .  How 
indeErl? 

'Ihree further apparently isolatErl cases 
of frog-toad falls :  

Yorkshire 1 930 ' s .  Prcbably a Surmy 2 . 30 
PM. 

Mr C Canqi:ell was roc>torcycling with a 
frieni on the Thirsk to Scarborough Rd 
3.n:l was caught in 3. heavy cloudburst . 
They shelterErl under a wall . When the 
rain �-ased they made to continue their 
journey and were amazed to see 
• tha.lsands • of Small , Live frogs or 
toads scatterErl on the groooo . 

Brownsdown, Gosp:>rt, Hants. Easter 
1 930's. 

Srn3.ll frogs or toads littered the grouoo 
after a cloudburst . Caller anitted to 
leave name . 

Tunbridqe t'lel ls, Kent . Prdlab 1 y 1 950, : 
late July or Auqust . 

Mrs D. F Yates wa.s stayin3 with relatives 
in Tunbridge Wells, and whilst walking 
with them on Rustall Co.11'0CXl experienced 
a shower of • hundreds • of small live 
frogs. There was no sign of wind and 
rain. 
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'!he story of the Golden Frogs of Bovey 
Tracey ( 1 ) is essentially one of those 
quasi religoos medieval allegories which 
are in themeselves garbled survivors 
fran a pagan tradition. '!he story goes 
that a poor wo:xlsman lived "'ith his 
equally destitute family in Bovey 
Tracey . '!heir child was suffering fran 
an unspecified .illness an:i was not 
likely to survive the night. On top of 

·this farrago of misfortune there was a 
severe thurrlecstorm. '!here was a knock 
on the do:>r am. a mysterioos lady 
entered denanding ( in a queruloos voice) 
shelter and focx:l . Despite their many 
misfortunes the wo:xls.nan an:i his family 
welcaned the mysterioos lady ,gave hec 
milk am. fo:rl (which they could ill 
afford l an:i a seat by the fire. She then 
blessed the ailing infant who ·Has 
miraculously curoo , and before vanishing 
( up a ro.:rl called to this day Mary 
Street ) 3he said that so that her 
benefactors would kn� this wasnt a 
dream not only would the child IJe 
forever curoo but that the next day the 
family would disoovec a new spring full 
of crystal clear water and bright golden 
frogs . 

'!he religoos significance in this 
charming tale ( excepting the frogs ) is 
obvious , atrl I would hazard a guess that 
the story probably predates Christian 
times,  and that the Marian details were 
ad :led to a pagan story . .mout Is is , 
Demeter, Gaia or any Earth t-bther of 
your choosing. '!be thing, hc:Mevec that 
sets this story apart from a myriad of 
other B. V .M. Visitation legends is the 
aH vignette of the golden frogs . Just a 
tiny piece of medieval whimsy? Possibly 
not. 

'1he3e frogs were s3id to h�ve populated 
the area for many years . If so, what 
were they? '!he concept of brightly 
coloured amphibians inhabiting the 
English o.:untryside is n:>t as unusual as 
one might suppose . In a series of 
newspaper stories covered in Fortean 

Times one of the events in the aftennath 
of the•:! falling of ' North African ' 
Desert Dust upon Gloocastershire 
recently was the appearance of several 
small PINK frogs , one of which is 

, pictured in the article . Whether there 
is any connection remains to be seen by 

future inquisitive Herptologists both in 
the tarbnoor arn Gloocester areas. '!he 

article went on to describe specimens of 
a North African desert ID=ust which h:1d 
also been carried by the wind ·to this 
country and wh ich had appeared all over 
the sooth of England including Plym�t .h · 
an:i St Austell ,  ( In�identally a similar 
falling of Sahara Dust, also pink was 
reported fran Devon on the First of July 
1 968 ) arn presumably has hafP!nned on 
various occasions during the p3st. 

(other pink frogs have been recorded 
oyer the years fran Sussex and lhe 
Cotswolds , and althoogh there i'2 a wel l 
knaNn red phase of the carroon Frog (R 
temporia) , these animals ware definitely 
not it) • ( 3 )  • 

It is not inconceivable that at sane 
time in the past ( the BVM visitation 
tock place during an exo.:!ptionally 
violent thurrlerstorm) ,  a similar 
collection of desert dust which 
containe:i yellao� (or golden ) frogs 
dumped its am[ilibioos p::1ssengers de:!p in 
the he:ut of the Devon countryside where 
they establishe:i the�lves for a short 
while with some success . Sudh a fall of 
yell� mud in rain happenned throoghout 
the regioo in Janua cy 1 902 and again on 
the 22 February 1 903.  ( 2 ) .  The 
phenanenon also happened on the s:une day 
in D:::>rset ( 23 ) : 

"�i.BJ the early part of SUOOay 
morning,February 22nd 1903 with a South 
west Wind a strar¥]ely yellow fog 
prevailed at Cbrfe Clstle rut ta.w:ds 
noon same drizzli.B] rain fell and 
deposited sane yell.Oii dust-<>r rather lllld 
as it was then CD the surface of the 
earth and 1:7f 12. 30 p.m or perhaps a 
little earlier,the perculiarly yellow 
� was .no looger seen in the 
atJoosPlere. Similar falls occurred in 

variaJS parts of the world and there 
seems little cbJbt that all this dust 
that was deposited at aboot this time 
was carried in wims fran the North 
African Desert, the Sahara in whi.dl 
sardstmms not la1g before had been 
observed and recxn:ded . It was stated in 
the Ibrset Chmty Olrcni.cle that this 
deposit of yell.Oii dust was very 
noticeable CD the pier at 9.ianaqe for 
scme days after the fall tock place". 

Olarles Fort was also interested .ln 
falls of ' Sahara Dust'  ( it is 

-21-



interesting that the Sahara expLanation 
was also preva lent when Fort was 
writing in the early parts of this 
century ) ,  and he was similarly 
unconvinced by the North African 
explanation. He pointed out that apart 
fran everything else , the desert s:md of 
the North African Wastes is silvery 
yellCM rather than red , ( 4 )  , yet these 
sky fa lls sanetimes accanpanied · by 
animate and inanimate obj ects h:.tve been 
going on for millions of years . If we 
are to believe the official explanation 
that the pink frogs seen all over the 
sooth west of our coontry during the 
nineteen eighties were brought to 
England in cloods of pink dust blCMO 
fran North Africa , then I feal that the 
axistance of yellCM (or- Golden ) Frogs in 
Bovey Tracey could be explained in the 
S3me way . As we h:.tve S9en the clouds of 
yellCM dust have appeared on several 
. xcasions doo it seems [X>SSible that 
the mystery behind the delightful legend 
of the Golden Frogs of Bovey Tracey may 
have after five hurored years been 
solved . 

David Bolton of the Albert Memorial 
Museum in Exeter suggested to me ,h:.tlf 
j okin:::r that the well attested phenanenon 
of North African locusts of varying 
species which arrive almost annually in 
the Salth West m:.ty also be responsible 
for the story of the Golden Frogs of 
Bovey Tracey . After all , he said with a 
wry smile , proving once and for all that 
it is not only Cryptozoologists that 
form ludicrous theories fran the most 

flimsy of evidence , they are both yellCM 
an::i they both hop. 

1 • Coxhead : The Legends of Devon 
2 .  Trans:.tctions of the Devonshire 

Association Vol 35 p81 
3. Fortean Ti!res 56 
4 • Fort : The Boc:k of the Daf�U'led ( 1 91 9 )  

location. We contacted M:rrk Nicholson of 
the Cornwall TrlJst for Nature · 

·Conservation an:l he revealed to us that 
fac fran being an isolated occurence 
these oddly coloured amphibians are 
p�ing up all over the place . Ranging 
in colour fran bright orange , throogh 
yellCM to pale cream, these creatures 
have been ceported fran all over the 
coonty and even fran elsewhere in the UK 
although they appear to be much rarer . 

The only explanation that they have ccrne 
up with is that the oiour changes are 
sanething to do with the excessive 
levels of radioactive Radon gas in the 
ca.mty , but they stress that this is 
only a theory . These animals appear to 
breed true to type , but as yet nothing 
is kn<::Mn of their genetic makeup or 
their position within the ecosystem . 
Jaffa , himself h�s been released into a 
safe habitat , but it is hoped that more 
specimens ( including sane of the 
mysterioos cream coloured tadp::>les that 
have appeared in recent years ) will be 
obtained soon. 1-bpefully we shall obtain 
sane specimens soon as well and when we ·  
do ,  be assured that we will tell you as 
rnudl as we can. For the present however , ; 
it is fairly clear that the charming 
medeival legero of the Golden Frogs of 

Bovey Traoey might not be so far fetche:l 
after alL 

AND rr MAD'S ME t«H:tm • • •  

Acoo:cding to the BOC Teletext service 
CEEFAX ( 1 /3/94 )  which in recent mcnths 
has been a veritable foont of knowlege 
for fortean zoolcgists hurrlrais of fish, 
2-5 cm long were frund flapping on roads 
in an (unfortunately ) unnamed rural 
district of Australia. Zoologists (also 
unnamed) bl.aned the phenanenoo on storms 
which hid swept fish eggs , which hirl 
been donnant for a year or two into the 
cloods where they hatched aoo fell. Me, 
I reckon Rolf Harris toc.k them with him 
when he was climbing his stairway to 
heaven. 

In February 1 994 local and national 
newspapers ( for example the Daily M:.til We are IXJt the ool.y UK Magazine which 
3 . 2 . 9 4 )  were full of the story of Jaffa specialises in the subject of un1aDm 
a three year old Frog disCXJV'ered in a beasts. Craig Barris is the editor of: 
garden in Truro. Jaffa was , as his name 
implies bright orange . The WestCOJntry atYPro OIRaO:aES 
TV N·ews carried :.t story about him which 5 1fi.l.l.OIII Court 
said that he , .an::i a similarly coloored D.roitwic:h 
mate had been celeased in a secret Woroestershire 

1iR9 9HL 
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FROM OUR FILES . . ��a:��y
mi
:��!= 

any seabird dropping three or four of 'lHE GOOIEL ACCXIIDING 'ID ENID BLY'IOO • the same ( fairly \ll'lCOl1lOl ) species of 

''The children began to run-rut before 
they had gcn:! very far, they slowed down 
in suprise. 'lhe lane was absolutely full 
of snall frOJS t '!hey CO/erOO the r<:B.i , 
they hopped from the ditches , they made 
the wayside quite dark with their 
hopping bcdiest • • • • •  

• • • •  A lady came past on a bicycle . She 
too was astonished and tried her best to 
ride witlnlt squashing the cl::'CMd of 
little frOJS . nit 1 s frog-rain" she called · 
to the children . nit ' s  raini.D] frogs• 
'lhat 1 s wbei:e they are <XJDing fran � n 

'!he children lcxited at her in 
astonishment, forgetting the rainstonn. 
'!hey locked up into the sky to spy fro:]s 
caning down rut the rain was too hard 
for them to keep their heads up-and all 
the ti.ne more and more frO]S filled the 
r<:B.i till it really seEmed that they 
nrust be falling with the rain • • •  

• • • • ' Never believe stupid things witl'nlt 
making sure first that they are right ' 
said Tanrny lan ' , '!his idea of frO] rain 
canes up every year-rut if anyore really 
tho.lght aboot such a thing they would 
:knc:M there cruldn' t possibly be such a 
thing" • • • • •  

F..hid Blyton 
'!he Olildren of Olerry Tree 
Fann pp 1 07-9 (1940) 

Contributed by PetrcNic the 
£l!!!s. 

cm:A'IURE FALLS IN THE WEST a:xJNI'RY 

To date our CM'1 files on Fortean 
ZoolO]ical Phenanena are mainly 
c<XlCel:Iled with events in Devon and 
Comwall, but we have a few itans on file 
which are relevant to the above 
articles : 

Several large Pipefish were found dried 
am dessicated by the children of a 
friend of mine who astonish� me by . 

· telling heM they had found these 
remu:Kable coxpses in their garoen. '1he 
fish, tb:::llgh dead ,had no apparent 
inj uries and so the obvirus explanaticn 
of them having been caught by seabirds 

fish in exactly the· same place would 
seem to be rather astroocmiC:al. (The 

· hruse was aboot four miles from the · 
sea) . 

Arocngst the many exanples of mysterious 
falls of animals from the sky collected 
by Olarles Fort ( 1 ) ,  there are - several 
from the West Country: "Snal.l snails of 
a lani species lm fallen near Redruth, 
CbrrMall., July 8th 1 886  1 during a heavy 
t:hurr:le:rst:a • ; xoads am fields wece 
strewn with then so that they wece 
gathered up by the hatful; ncoe seen to 
fall by the writer of this acoount: 
snails said to be 'quite diffexent to 
arty preyiously kmwn in the district 1 • •  n 

Another i tan from Fort ' s  collecticn: ( 1 ) 
Originally from '1be Ti.nes 1 4 .  4. 1 837 : 

�t in the parish of Braraford Speke, 
Devmshire, a l.arge IDiiler of bl.adt 
WOCDS, abwt three quarters of an inch 
in lEDJth, lm fallen in a snowstcma" • 

'lhese are not isolated ocarrenoes . '!here 
are two recx:>rds of what appear to be 
heavenly showers of hurrlreds of 'dirty 
black larvae' of an unknown species on 
the 26th November and again on Olristnas 
Eve 1 91 3 .  ( 2 )  It is certainly 
interesting, and may irrleed be 
significant that these incidents always 
seem to happen in the winterti.ne . IndeOO 
Similar reoo:rds of larva falls have been 
reoo:rded from The Valley Bend district 
of Rard:>l{il County , West Vil:ginia on 
several occasicns during the winter of 
1 898 , and again In SWitzerland in 1 922 
( 3 ) .  

� 

1 • Fort: '1be Bock of the o:unred ( 1 91 9 )  
2 .  Transacticns of the Devonshire 

Associaticn Vol 39 p 79 
3 .  calkins et al: Mysteries of the 

Umxplained ( 1 982 ) 

S etc 
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EYEWIT. E 0 

�����REPORT shall attempt an explanatiat 

•• •• • • • •  

srRAN GE SNAKES IN N ORFOLK 

A couple of years ago , fanner Heather 
Thurgar was ridin3 with a friend in the 
village of Aslacton , Norfolk when a 
large snake slithered across the lane in 
front of the horses . It disappeared into 
the grass verge , then returned to the 
road and reared up aggressively , 
frightening the horses . The snake was 
about five feet long and did not look 
like either an adder or a normal Grass 
Snake . 

Back in 1 961 , two Italian Grass Snakes 
were reported in li.Jwestoft, twenty miles 
fran Aslacton. The Italian Grass Snake 
is vivid green in colwr, grows larger 
than the British variety , and is more 
aggressive . Could they be breeding in 
Norfolk? 

A mudl older report conceming unusual 
snakes in Norfolk is recorded by J 
Wentworh Day ( 2 )  in ' Ghosts and Witches ' 
( Batsford 1 954 ) .  He quotes the ' Norfolk 
Chronicle ' , September 28th 1 782 , as 
follows : 

"Ql lbrlay the 1 4th Inst. a snake of 
en:mocus size was destroyed at I..ld1am in 
this c:x:unty by Jasper Arxlrews of that 
place. It measured Sft 8 inches latg, 
was alnnst three foot in circunferenoe 
and had a very latg sl'XX.lt .  What is 
remarkable there were b«> excrescences 
at the forep:rrt of the head which very 
ouch reseni>led horns. The creature 
seldcm made its a� in the 
daytime rut kept cx:noealed in 
subterranean retreats , several of which 
have been discovered in the town" • • • 

Wentworth Day also mentions a story of 
two snakes , each six feet long , which 
attacked a man at Dereh::un, and 
speculates that all these creatures were 
foreigners which had escaped fro� ships 
at Yannwth. 

The Italian �ce of the Grass Snake 
(Natrix Natrix) 

'"'housarxls , literally are offered for 
sale every spring in pet stores all over 
the c:x:untry, and I have even seen them 
sold fran market stalls. These are 
mainly iqx:>rted fran Italy, and my 
differ in minor ways fran those that are 
native to Great Britain • • • •  " 

C.H.Keeling: 'Unusual 
Pets ' (Foyle 1 958 ) 

Prior to the CITFS legislation of 1 983 
large numbers of European Reptiles of a 
nunber of species were imported as pats 
and it is not particularly suprising , if 
the much larger Southem European race 
of N natrix which is bright green with 
yellow thro3t patches should have became 
established in Norfolk . 

There are variws species of snakes ��t 
boast two large homs but they are 
mostly fran the tropics as well as being 
very (X>isonws . Wentworth Day ' s  snakes 
are a real mystery and without any more 
information I wouldn ' t  like to hazard 
any guesses . 

• • • • • • • •  

GIANr "RABBITS" IN � 

Mike Il:tvis saw what he thought was a 
giant rabbit in the woods near 
Starcross . 

"I was chestnutting in the � when I 
beard a twig snap. I thc:ught that 
perhaps it was a gamekeeper warning me 
off his land . !  saw a large ral:bit or 
hare in the sit up arrl beg positiat. It 
aust have been abwt three foot high. If 
I oculd have got close enoogh to it I 
reckal it '«lllld have cane up to the top 
of my leg. I chased it a fair way into 
the '«XXX and it went into the 
undeJ::growth. This is the atly time I have 
ever seen it. I mentiated it to a guy 
who goes rali>iti.ng there . He agreed that 
there were sane big cnes in the area . "  
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Another ananaloos giant rabbit ,  which 
this time provoked exactly the opposite 
diagnosis was reported fran Westward Ho· 
in January 1 985 . ( 4 ) 

William Phillips discovered a great 
nt.Jnber of fex>tprints in his garden in 
Beech Rd. He was convinced that they 
were made by a wallaby because they were 
loog ,deep and in pairs which indicated 
that they were made by an animal j umping 
with two feet together . These mysterioos 
paw prints were examined by an animal 
welfare expert sunmonned by the local 
newspaper (and bear in mind that this 
usually means that the person in 
question was in charge of the cake stall 
at the RSPC.l\ summer fete and 'WOUldn ' t  
krxJw a wallaby i f  it was placed in front 
of him on a silver platter with a sprig 
of Holly behind each ear) ,who identified 
the tracks as those of a large rabbit. 

Heuvelmans categorised sane of the 
' Giant Rabbit ' sightings in the 

unexplored centre of Australia as 
cryptic marsupials ( 1 ) so I shall follow 
his example and do likewise. There have 
been wallabies kept on a farm near 
Holcombe for many years . They have been 
known to escape . When Mike was at school 
in about 1 981 one escaped but as fat' as 
I know was soon recaptured . 

The Il:lwlish Wallabies are the property 
of Joyce Butler of Holcanbe . ( 2 )  who has 
kept wallabies since the mid 1 960s . In 
1 991 she had 41 of them and admits that 
during the 1 970s they had a proolem with 
falling trees due to Dutch Elm Disease . 
She says that sane of her animals may 
have escaped then ,one certainly escaped 
in M3y 1 985 when it was tr�uilised an1 
returned to her from where it had been 
foond in TeigiTOOUth ( 4 )  , and no doobt 
other animals have escaped fran her 
collection over the years ,alt:ha.lgh she 
is convinced that other people in the 
Il:lwlish area also keep Wallabies . Mike 
Davis ' giant Rabbits seem to suggest 
that she is correct . 

When I spc:ke to the Ministry of 
Agriculture , Fisheries and Food in 
Starcross in the early spring of 1 992 
they admitted that there had been a 
nlmlber of feral wallaby sightings fran 
the area over the years , but insisted 
that they were all traceable to Mrs 
Butlers collection , and, that these 

accrunts were all of isolated specimens 
that there was no reason to suppose that 
they had been breeding. 

In July 1 986 a lone . �llaby was seen 
apparently waiting for a bus ,at · a  bus 
stop in Teigm100th . ( 3 )  • At arou.m alnlt 
the same time another wallaby was killed 
in a road traf fie accident on Haldon 
Hil l .  In 1 988 another unfortunate 
marsupial was killed by a car ootside 
Torquay , and in 1 991 '!he Exeter Museun 
received the corpse of an animal which 
h3d been killed by a car near Lydford 
on the Western edge of Dartmoor ,  a place 
notorioos for being the haunt of far 
more less benign quasi fortean beasts 
than harmless and herbivorous wallabies . 

1 • Heuvelmans : en the track of 
Unknown Animals ( 1 956 ) 

2 .  .Exeter Weekly News 27. 5 . 91 
3 .  Teigmr:JUth Post 24.7 .86 
40. Fortean Times 45 

Has anyore else any examples of Bird 
EIJthanasia? I keep a mixoo collectioo of 
birds and recently a male Chinese 
Painted QJaU of mine was taken suddenly 
and severely ill. It was obvirusly 
tenninal and so I left it in peace only 
to find that 'ltlen I returned a few 
minutes later that his mate, (a  shy and 
retiring little bird) ha:i finished his 
suffering and pedted him to death. 
Whether this was ' f.llrder' , 'Euthanasia ' 
or even ' Cannibalism' I 'm not sure but 
the female has shown no other signs of 
aggressioo either before or after this 
incident. 

Rickard am Micbell., in Livin;J 1fcnders 
( 1983)  wrote aboot bird battles and even 
bird can:ts where a creature who h.:rl 
transgressed against the rules of the 
other members of its social grrup was 
ap(Brelltly ' tried' by a grrup lecrler and 
then sentanced either to ostracism or in 
sane cases to death, � the ca'lOe!pt of 
Avian Mercy Killings is a new oiE to me . 
It is difficult hc:Mever when en:! is 
dealing with ores own pets to know where 
Scientific reascning ends and 
Anthropaoc>rphism begins. 
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CRYPTO A•Z 
PART CNE 

Jan Williams deserves the Crypt:.ozoological versiat of 'lhe Purple Heart for 
�oes above and beyald the call of duty for even calSiderin::J tmdert:.akinq 
this ll!allmlt:h task: An annc:nated list of llilknc:Jwn beasts worldwide in 
alJilabetical order • • • • • • • • • • • •  

AIIJ SCJrAN: Cam.ivorrus baast marked with black blotches or stripe3, living in 
ma�tains near the River Rahad , Sudan . '!here hava be.� similar creatures 
rep..•rted in Etl'1iopia. 

Aa:nm: Small Tanzanian man-beast with russet fur . It has been suggested tl'1at 
these animals represent a surviving relict �JPUlation of Australopithecines . 

AIIDL: Also known as '!be Athol , this is a large b:it like creature with a twelve 
foot wingspan that has been reported fran Java . 'Ibis grey furred creature has a 
monkey l ike face, backwards pointing feet, aoo feeds on fish . 

AMARCE: Enormoos wolf known to EskiiOC>S in Greenland .  According to Dr Karl 
Shuker in 'Extraordinary Animals Worldwide ' (Robert Hale 1 991 ) ,  a specimen was 
shot in the Nineteenth CP_ntury and the skin sent to Copen."lagen Museun . 

� I.DYSI (� IDys ' Ape) : Photographed by Francois de Ioys during 
an expedition on the Colunbia-Venezuela border in 1 920 . 1\rneranthrqx>ides has 
been the subj ect of much controversy . � Loys described the animal shot on the 
banks of the Tarra River as tail-less , five foot and one and three quarters 
inches in hight, aoo with thirty two teeth ( not Ulirty six ) , in which respect it 
differs fran all kt'lCINil South Aroorican primates . �tics SU9gest that de ll::>ys 
was either mistaken or deliberately fraudulent , and that the creature is 
actually a Spider Monkey . Support for de ll::>ys canes fran Indian s.ightings of 
similar animals in this region and in many other parts of South America . 

ANAClNlt\ (GIANI') : Persistent rumoos fran Brazil speak of Anacondas reaching 
lengths of seventy foot plus - mxe than twice t.'le accepted maxinun length for 
this species. 

ANrEAN NJIF: In 1 927 , animal trader ll::>renz Hagenbeck bought the pelt of an 
unknown animal fran an Argentinian collector who said that it came fran 'lhe 
Andes . '1he long , thick fur varied fran black to dark brown in colour, and t.'le 
neck hair extended to fonn a mane .  German zoologist In90 Krumbiegel connected 
t.'le skull with an unusual canid skull in his collection , also from 'lhe Andes aoo 
in 1 953 named the creature Ihsycycn hagenbacki ( Hagenbeck ' s thick haired wolf ) • 
No further evidence has been found . 

�: Monster of Dubawnt Lake , Canada , with huge fin. Eskiro legend states 
that the bones of a great beast were o.1ce found 0.1 the shores of the lake . 

ARASSAS: Creature with the l:xx:ly of a lizard and t.'1e head of a cat legendarily 
found in the French Alps .  

� BEAR :  Sm�ll sub-species of the Brown Bear , apparently extin�t by t.;e and 
of the 1 9th CP_ntury , but still occasionally reported fran the Atlas Mountains of 
f.\:lrocex>. 

AYPA: Guyanan aquatic creature with head like a tiger, very large teeth arrl a 
body covered in scales . 
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ITCH R:!m� �  Ornithology. 'Jhey 
travel hurDreds of miles to see a rare bil:d that sha1ldn' t have been t:heJ:e in 
the first plaoe. Alison IklwreJ, aJr very own Nervous Twit:dler Presents a regular 
ooltml m all that is IIDJt peod 1ar anrD]St aJr Fortean Feather:ed Frien::Js. 

<X1r <F 1.'U!CE AND <X1r 00 A LIMB 

Many interesting bizarre stories have care to light recently in the Avian World . 
'IWitchers have bem excited by the visit of a rare Bl.adt 'lhroated 'lhrush 
(Turdus rufioollis) , usually sem in India arx1 Pakistan to the River Strur , near 

Balrnemo.lth j ust after the New Year. ( 1 ) More recently 1 at the end of February a 
1bJs QJl.l caused a stir by spendin; a pericrl near the River Wear in SUnderlarxl 
rather than in its native Kolyma Delta in Siberia, ( 2 )  but all of this is as 
nothing canpared to the birth of a perfectly healthy 4 legged Elnu in Texas , on a 
ranch belooging to Mike Jbbl:s . ( 3 )  ( I  worrler what Rcrl Hull wculd make of that?) 
Fran fcur legged biros to one legged biros - a reward has beEn offered to anyone 
k.nor.dng the whereabcuts of property developer Maloolm Keller who dissappea.rOO 
allegedly owing fcur millioo pa.mds ,  arx1 tock with him ' Jbppy '  his one legged 
Tcucan . ( 4 )  

SFABIRD DISAS'l'Ell 

ftk>re serioos arx1 disturbing news is the plight of the seabirds aloog the 
Northern coasts of Great Britain . Many biros nonnally die during the winter 
months but nlltlbers have been far greater this year . An estimated 67 1 000 have 
died of starvati<n in the past few weeks . Experts loddng into the situation 
cannot decide whether this has bem caused by severe winter stonns , making it 
diffirult ,f .or the birds to fish or by overfishing or polluti<n by man . The 
debate continues. ( 5 )  

'l'HE PARmiLGE FAMILY ' S  GREATEST HITS 

A Partridge presumerl to be critically endangered if not extinct has reappearred . 
niVid. s Tree Partridge (AI:barqilila davidi) aka '!be OraBJe necked Hill 
Partridge has not bem sem in the wild since 1 927 , but two sightings have 
rOOEJltly bem rEt>Qrted fran Vietnam. ( 6 )  To continue on the Partridge theme , a 
new species , not belooging to any existing genus has been discovered in the 
Udzungwa Ma.mtains of Tanzania . The discovery was made by five scientists fran 
the Zoolo;Jical Muse..un of Copanhagen University lea:i by Or Lars Dinesen . The new 
species named Xenoperdix Wzungwenis lives in even:grem forests in an area rich 
in unu;ual birdlife . It appears to be plentiful arx1 the scientists believe they 
may be descendants of a species which used to be CCITila1 al<ng the East African 
coast arx1 into Asia. (7)  

SciEntists i n  Japan are aiming to restore Japans Crested Ibis. They have a few 
proolerns because altln.lgh there may possibly be a few left in the wild there ' s  
only one pair in captivity arx1 they ' re too old to bree:i . When the biros depart 
for that great aviary in the sky 1 they plan to freeze them, arx1 then try to 
recreate them by planting Ibis 001\ in the egg of another biro. ( Shades of 
Jurassic Park )  • 

1 • Teletext <n 'lhree 8/1 /94 
2.  Teletext on Frur 28/2/9 4  
3 .  BBC 2 Teletext ( Newsroond )  28/1 /94 
4. cage and Aviary Birds 26/2/94 
5. Tcday 1 /3/94 
6. Cage and Aviary Birds 22/1 /94 
7. Cage and Aviary Birds 26/2/94 
8. BOC2 Teletext Newsroond 2/2/9 4 
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Alberto l.qlez Acha from Baroela1a wrote to us asking for infonnation al:>o.lt the 
relict. pc>IUlatioo of '!he Javan Rhinoceros which was· discovered in Vietnam in 
1 988 . The Javan Rhinoceros is a well known , if exceedingly rare animal and we 
tha.lght that this would be an easy question to answet:. Not So. Our researches 
into the current status of the two sp_�ies of Asian Forest Rhinoceros proved the 
aptness of Oscar Wilde ' s  maxim that the truth is never pxre and seldom simpler 

In 1 98 8  a female Javan Rhino (Rhinoceros sorrlaicus ) was shot by a local 
t cibesman in the j ungles of Southern Vietnam about eighty miles northeast of Ho 
Chi Mlnh City ( fonnerly Saigon ) .  ( 1  ) .  This was doubly suprising because not only 
is R sondaicus one of the world ' s  1 2  most endangered species of mammal it h�d 
generally beP_n supposed to have been confined to the Indonesian island of Java 
sinc-e the 1 9 40 ' s .  Or had it? 

Hans Hvass ( 1 956 ) wrote that the animal was confined to Malaya and Java ( 2 )  , 
The Illustrated Encyclq:aedia of Wildlife ( 3 )  said ( 1 990 ) · that the species was 
confined to Java with ' possibly a few hanging on in the remoter parts of Indo­
Olina ' ,. Grzimek ( 1 988 ) ( 4 )  wrote that the species was completely confined to one 
National Park in Java ( and went on to say that ' reports of sightings in other 
locations are more than twenty years old and were considered unreliable even 
then ' )  and the Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Animal Life ( 1 952 ) merely stated 
that it had been ' exterminated ovar much of its previws range ' . ( 5 )  

These conflicting status reports were too much for us so I did what any red 
blocxied Cryptazoolcqist would have done under the circumstances . I tele(ilone:l 
Jan Wil liarns who telephoned Karl Shuker who said ,  (much to my horror) that such 
discrepencies batween m�jor reference books were ccmnon and that the material in 
such books was often out of date and sometimes wildly inaccurate . 

Karl want on to say that '!he Javan Rhinoceros had inde.:rl be-211 thooght to have 
been confined to Java since the 1 9 40 ' s  an:l that the discovery of an apparently 
healthy population in Vietnam was therefore incredibly go'Jd news for the 
survival of t:J'1e species . 
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has b«:> functions. Firstly we act 
as a fairly traditia1al magazine 
1 QJestions and Answers I page OOt W'e 
also IU>lish requests f:ran yoo, the 
readers for help with ya1r own 
researches. 

tf you can help with 
any of these queries 
or if you have 

' 

queries of your own ,  
please write to : 

HELP' Animals Arrl Men 
'lbe Centre for 
Fortean Zoology 
1 5  lblne Cant 
Ex:wick ,Exeter. 



So-nething that everyo.�e seems to h:1ve overlooked however is that the t\>K) 
populations of this, undoubtedly the rarest l�rge land m3mmal in the world , m:ly 

! actually be different sub species . According to Khan ( 1 939 ) ( 6 )  and Naliak ( 1 991 ) 
( 7 )  until ab:)Ut 1 50 years ago t.'1ere were actually three different sub spe-::ies 

widely di stribiJted over South Fast As ia . 

R s inennis: Fastern Indi a ,  Bangladesh , Assam, Burma 
R s annami.ticus: Vietnam, Laos , cambc:rl ia , Fastern Thailand 
R s sondaicus: Tennaserim, M."llay Peninsula ,  Strtatra , W·�stern Java 

St ill earlier , perhaps until the Sixteenth Century , other populations lived in 
the Ol.ine3e provinces of Sichuan and Hunan ( Rod<.nnake[' 1 980 ) ( 8 ) . 'Ihese Olinese 
s��pecies were certainly wiped out four hundred ye3rs ago an1 it seems almost 
certain that the sub species inenmis is also extinct . It seems likely, however 
�1at the newly di scovered population in Vietnam are of the s��pecies 
annamiticus whereas the Javan specimens are R. s sarlaicus and t.'1erefore in the 
interests of genetic purity the suggestions that have �_n made about 
interbreeding specimens fran t.'1e t\>K) popJlations in order to enrich t.'1e gene 

poc;>l may not be such a go.-:rl idea after all . 

Karl Shuker ( 1 ) also wrote ab:)Ut a small p:>pulation of the hairy Surnatran 
Rhinoceros ( Dicerorh.inus su-natrens.is) t."lat was diso:JV·ared in a rem::>te valley in 
Sarawak in 1 936 , and so wh.ilst we are on the s�'Jj ect of the Asian Forest Rhinos 
I t.'1rught that it might be useful to include a short piece on the su.':>j ect of the 
current status of t.'1 is , possibly the most peculiar lookin3 of the Rhinos . 

'!here are three sub species: ( 7 ) 

D.s lasiotus: Formerly found in Indi:l , Bangladesh an:i Bur.na ,  t.'1ere m3y only 
be six or seven specimens left in Bur.na . 

D. s,harriscni: Borneo . Only about 30-50 left . 'Ihese include t.'1e survivors in 
Sarawak discussed earlier , and varirus relict populations in 
Sabah , which were noted by British Army personnel in t.'1e mid 
sixties when t.'1ey we.J:-en ' t m�IDt to be t.'1ere either . An 
oCXfoJa intance of mine \'lho was involved in t.'1ese clandestine 
military operations told m� t.'1at although ha h1d never seen Qle 
several m�bers of his llili t  h3d fou.ld droppings and fo::>tprints 
which suggested that t.'1e species m'ly ,  ( a� the time ) have been 
more widesprecrl than wa s otherwise supposed . 

D.s.SliTiatrensis : '!his is the most widespread of t.'1e subspecies with about 1 00 
specimens still living in peninsular M.'llaya and 400-700 on 
Sunatra itsel f .  

'!h e  biolog-y o f  b:>th spe.::ies is relativ·aly little k nc:Mn  b::>th becaus.� o f  their 
rarity and be�usa of their geograi*lical inacessibility . '!hey co-existed over 
muc.'1 of t.'1eir former range becaus� in areas where l:x>th species existed ( 4 )  t.'1e 
Javan Rhino lived on the wooded f loodplains of large rivers whilst t.'1e Sumatran 
species l ived in the more nnmtainous regions . 

It is a go-:rl sign fo� the general progress of b:>th s�::ies and of Cryp�oz<A,log-r 
as a s;:ience that suc!'l a larg a species c.m liv·a W'ldiscovat"ed in an area n::>t o':'lly 
j ust eighty miles fran a m:1jor city bo.lt that was m:>reov·ar s·::arified by 
defoliants such as Agent Oran3e in wh.'lt was probably o:1e of the m::>st 
ecologi::ally uns::>u.""ld wars in history . 

One final snip[:e� of interest t.'1at I discovered during my rhino researches . 
During the aforementioned military campaign in Borneo during the sixties one 
Britsh Arllly Unit reported t.'1at t.'1eir camp had ber.>_n system:1tically destroy·ad by a 
herd of elep.'1ants . ' t-bns-=nse ' s�id the wise m� at GHQ in Singap::>re . ' Elep."lants 
don ' t  exist in Borneo ' . Apparently , h"JWever o:1e feral herd , the descerXlants of a 
nlltlber of AFRICI\N elep.'1ants presented to o: .ne of the Sultans of Brlli�ei still 
roams the j ungles , t.'1e only wi ld African Elep.'1ants .in As ia . 
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1 .  Or Karl Shuker: The Lost Ark ( 1 993 ) 
2 .  Hans Hvass: �nals of the World ( 1 956 ) 
3 .  Woc:rlwcu:d and O ' Leacy ( Fd ) : The Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Wildlife Vol 6 
4 .  Grzimek: Mamnals of the \'lorld Vol 4 ( 1 988 ) 
5. Drinmer ( Fd ) : The Illustrated Encyclopaedia of Animal Life Vol 6 ( 1 952 ) 
6 . .r.� Ktun Bin Manin Khan : Asian Rhinos: an action plan for t.'"1eir 

cons-ervation. (IUCN )  
7 .  Ronald Nawak ( Etl ) : Walkers Mammals o f  the World Volune 2 ( 1 991 ) 

8 .  L.C. Ro::km:1aker: The distr ibution of the rhinoceros in eastern India, 
Bangladesh, Cllina and the Indo Cll.inese region ( Zool Anz Jen• 205: 253-268 ) 

Animals and Men subscriber , Richard 
Jllrirllead, of Salisbury wants information 
on the follCMing subj ects: 

1 • Latge Bats in The Forest of Dean. 

2 .  Albino Foxes 

3. So-oething ti'lat looked 1 ike a Duck 
Billed Platypus which was kille� 
saretime in the 1 700s in the E3rl of 
Tylney ' s p;uk , near Wanstead in Essex . 

4 .  A wolf kille� by a car in W-est 
Suffolk during the 1 970s, (m31tioned in 
The New Statesman Fortean Column 
2"1 . 2 . 94 )  

Alberto IDpez Acha fran Barcela1a wants 
infonnation on the Vu Quang Ox . Ap3rt 
fran the refet'ences in Karl Shuker ' s 
'The Lost Ark ' ( 1 993 ), I have very 
little inform:1tion. Apparently there was 
an article in a t'ecent issue of ' BBC  
Wildlife ' • Photocopies anybcdy? 

"!be S:litor of t.'1is august jountal is 
always interested in infonnation about 
the follCMing subj ects: 

4 .  Living specimens of any species of 
Amphiuma , Mud.PJPPi , Sit'en or Caecelian. 
Ple3se scrutinise any pat shops you 
visit an� give me a t'ing if anyt."ling 
turns up. I have an extremely large an<l 
lonely Two Toa:l Amphium;t lo::king for a 
m1te. 

Paul Garner writes: 

' There is a well knCMn photogra�"l of a 
decaying carcass which was hauled up by 
Japanese fishermen near Cllristchurch, 
New zealand in April 1 977, which sane 1 
speculated might have be·'31 a mcxlem 
plesiosaur.  I hwe read Scm::!where that

· 

analysis of fibres fram the carcass 
revealed the prescence of Elastcrlin , a 
protein f�� only in sharks . 

I would be interested to have any 
further infonnation on this case . Can 
anyone shed any light on exactly when 
the initial discovery was made - sane 
reports specify the 1 Oth April , others 
say the 25th. Also , h:1ve the results of 
the fibre analysis ever be30 publish� , 
if so where . I hote saneb:x:1y out there 
can enlighten me ' 

1 .  The wildlife of Hong Kong, especially 
its Herptofauna . NEXT I�: Green Lizan:ls which aren , t Green Lizan:ls am Sam Lizams which may 
2 .  Sligo ' s  Salam:md.er, and any other out !:;iAtiRourxles. up of queries am historical 
of place Megalobatrachiu s species . 

3 .  Any reports ab::>Ut Mustel ids .  
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THE UBr ARK (New am Redi.sooYered 
. Animals of the 20th Cenblry) by Dr Karl 

9mker ( CXl:LlNS) • Price 14.99 .  

'!his is om of those few l::x:x:Ks where tOO 
words ' Exhaustive ' am ' Definitive ' can 
actually re usErl witlnlt tOO reviewer 
resorting to hyperl>ole . 

I hate to think of the hours of 
painstaking research that must have gom 
into this 1::x:x:K . It catalogues the 
Zoolcqical disa:Neries of the 2 0th 
Century • • • • •  all of them . 

f.k:>st l::x:x:Ks ,  especially Cryptozoolcqical 
ores , are content to recycle the 
relevant chapter of ' On  the Tra<X of 
u� Animals ' but this 1::x:x:K is an 
exceptioo. Such Zoolcqical Obscurities 
aS 'lbe Pygmy otter Shrew am BulJner I S  
Fruit Bat rub shool.ders with such well 
knc:7wn creatures as '!he Golden Hamster 
am 'lbe Necn Tetra, am it is a tribute 
to this remarkable pieoe of scholarship 
that Shuker makes tOO stories behirrl the 
disa:Nery of well krx:Jwn hoosehold pets 
as rivett:ing reading as the roore arcane 
zoolcqical titbits on offer. 

He sti<Xs his ne<X out by including such 
Cryptids as }boo {XX'li;Pides am 
11rneranthrotx>ides loysii am::ngst the 
creatures he describes , but he writes 
with such entertaining conviction that 
even hard boilErl sceptics like me are 
won CNer. � cannot di5a3'ree with 
Gerald Durrell when he writes that ''This 
fascinating am enccuraging 1::x:x:K sho.Jld 
re part of every naturalist ' s  library" • 

.noom\N IntiEs 

MY HIGILAND mu8 CATS by DI F'RJ\R!IS 
(Jalathan Clpe) Price 14.99 

Many Cryptazoolcqists have been less 
than impressed with sare of Di F'@ncis ' s 
hypothoses in the past. Many people 
coosidera:i her first 1::x:x:K , theorising 
that a hitherto urrlescribed species of 
irxllgenoos British Big Cat roamed tOO 

highlams of Great Britain, to be 
ridirulws am althoogh I believe that 
if Cryptazoolcqy is not to becane as 
hideboond as most of the rest of the 
natural sciences there must be roan for 
app:trently absurd theories , like most 
other Cryptazoolcqical types I found the 
parts of her secx:ni 1::x:x:K which put 
forwaro the possibility that the Genette 
Tate dissappearance cwld be laid at the 
door of a passing leopard both 
sensationalist am revolting. 

Much to my suprise, however this new 
l::x:x:K , althalgh it breaks little ground 
scientifically is rather a heartwanning 
little tale of a wcxnan am a nunber of 
cats on their own against the foroes of 
hideboooo scientific intransigence in 
the shape of the British Museum ( Natural 
History) in general am the Marmal 
Deparbnent in particular. The Centre 
for Fortean Zoolcqy has l'lcrl dealings 
with this deparboont in the past and can 
therefore sympathise. As a l::x:x:K , however 
althc:ugh it is not an essential additioo 
to the Forteans library it is an 
interesting and pleasant read and with a 
few reservatioos it canes with the 
PetrCNic seal of reca:m:mdation. BILL 
PE'IKJIIIC 

* 

Ma i l - o r d e r  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  new books on 
c r ypto zoo l ogy . Te l . : 02 4 7 - 4 5 8 5 7 9 .  

Rivenoak, 
1 ,  Hillside Gardens, 
Bangor, Co. Down, 

S t o c k  i n c l u d e s : Big Foot Notes £ 1 2 . 95 ;  BT 19  6SJ. 
Sasquatch Appa r i t i ons £ 9 . 9 5 ;  Ogopogo £5 · 5 0 ; Northern I reland . 
More Than a Myth : the Monster of Muskrat 
Lake £ 1 2 . 5 0 ; �Canada ' s  Monsters £ 4 . 2 5 ;  En i g•a of Loch Ness £ 4 . 9 9 ;  
Beast o f  Ex.oor ( Be e r ) £ 2 . 0 0 ; Beast o f  E�or ( F r a nc e s ) £7 . 9 9 ;  
They Stalk by Night £ 3 . 6 0 .  A l s o t i t l e s  on F o l k l o r e  & UFOs . 
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IS� 1 354-0637 Price One Pound and Fifty Pence 


